Here are some suggested prayers for your advent wreath
These prayers were taken from “Four Sundays in Advent, Suggestions for
Family Celebrations,” written by Patricia and Donald Griggs. (This publication is
no longer in print)

Advent 1
Dear God, our world is in darkness. We need the light of peace and love to shine in our world.
Help us to prepare our lives and our homes to receive the One who said, “I am the light of the
world.” We pray in the name of Christ our Lord, AMEN
Advent 2
Dear God, help us to have room in our hearts and our homes for other persons who need us.
We thank you for friends and strangers who have received us when we were lonely or afraid or
tired. May we be ready to receive the love God offers us in Jesus. We pray in the name of
Christ our Lord, AMEN
Advent 3
Dear God, we thank you for your gift of Jesus to the whole world. As the shepherds found Jesus
in a manger, may we find Jesus in the love and joy that we share together. Help us, O God, to
love one another. Help us to do our share to bring happiness, goodness and peace to the
world, AMEN
Advent 4
O God, when we think of Christmas we think of love and lights and gifts and happy times. But,
most of all, we think of Jesus, born in a manger and grown up as a loving teacher. Help us to
live the way Jesus teaches us so that we may show the real meaning of Christmas, AMEN
Christmas Eve
O, Holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels,
The great glad tidings tell,
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel, AMEN

Collects from the Book of Common Prayer
First Sunday of Advent
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of
this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Second Sunday of Advent
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to
preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation:
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Third Sunday of Advent
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come
among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins,
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation,
that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a
mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day December 25
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven;
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen

