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Wilderness by Fr. Randy+

The surrounding woods were getting darker and wetter by the moment…and
we were bone-weary tired. We young, teen-aged cousins had been on a
daylong hunting expedition north of Roseau, MN. Imagine what could possibly
go wrong with six young boys traipsing around far northern Minnesota with
loaded shotguns? Oh, the possibilities! The truth is that we were hopelessly
lost, and hungry, and exhausted. The poplar woods were densely thick and the
wet bogs attempted to suck the boots off of our feet. We were out of food and
aimlessly wandered in this unforgiving wilderness. We believed we were
hopelessly lost for good. Would we ever be found and saved?

Then unexpectedly, we reached a small clearing and found a concrete obelisk
pointing towards the sky in this godforsaken landscape. On one side it said
“Canada” and on the other side “United States.” It appears we had
unknowingly spent the last seven hours illegally hunting and meandering
through the wilds of Canada. Fortunately, we did not encounter a red-coated
Mountie or Canadian moose that disapproved of our incursion across the
international border! We expectantly followed the vegetation-cleared border
trail back to the logging road where we had parked our car. We had survived
this adventure—what had become for us a powerful and life changing
experience.  

Holy Scripture tells us stories of many persons, both famous and unknowns,
who have become lost in their own wilderness. Ezekiel, Elijah, Daniel, David,
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Jeremiah, Jacob, John, and Moses, to just name a few. God was at work in
these moments, forming and molding these very different characters to
become persons of God; able to speak for God, but most crucially, to see God.
Through their profound and life changing encounters with the living God, they
now see as God sees. They would become God seers, and would go on to
proclaim what they saw.

The children of Israel had been in the wilderness for forty years; forty long
years before they would be ready to be God’s holy people. Jesus himself was
thrown violently into the wilderness by the Spirit of God, and for forty days he
struggled as he was being prepared for his vocation and mission.  

All of these individuals came to new sight through desert or wilderness
experiences. They didn’t necessarily go into an actual desert, but the desert, as
it were, found them. And I believe that this wilderness or desert story is still true
today, and for us. We are working through the season of Lent—which in many
ways represents wilderness wandering for followers of Jesus. The season is
emblematic of the desert wandering each one of us will experience in our
lifetimes. Some of these wanderings are shared experiences; pandemic time,
wars and famines, politically imposed threats and fears and difficulties, critical
illness and death. Some of the wilderness wanderings are individual; trauma,
disease and health concerns, isolation, relational challenges, and insecurity.
We know what it is like to have familiar landmarks taken away; to lose one’s
moorings. One day merging into the next, and for how long?

And yet, we have seen new things. The Spirit, I believe, has opened our eyes
in new ways because we have experienced these wilderness wanderings. We
have seen our friends and families in new ways—and we have learned to
value and cherish each other in new ways. It allows us to see and know God in
new ways, too. We have been opened to a renewed vision of God. We are
reminded of the promise of strength for every day. That all through life, and
even at death, we can never go down so far, we can never sink below God’s
embracing arms, and we will be continually upheld by the everlasting arms of
God.

I recognize two gifts in this wilderness time; seeing family and friends in a new
way, and seeing God in a new way. I wonder what gifts have emerged for you
from your own wilderness and desert wandering? What have you come to see
in a new way or come to value and cherish? And, how has your vision of God
changed, or your relationship with God grown?

I now know that it is OK to go into the wilderness, however scary; that God will
be there with us, supporting and guiding us. And most importantly, I also know
that it is in that place that we can learn to see. Each one of us, I believe,
stands in that great line of ‘friends of God,’ of seers, who stride across the
pages of Holy Scripture. We stand in that line of seers, because we too have
looked into the face of Jesus and seen the very face of God. Amen.



Lent/Easter Schedule

WEDNESDAYS THROUGH APRIL 9:
5:30 PM Soup Supper - Parish Hall
7:00 PM Way of the Cross - Church

HOLY WEEK:
PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 13: Holy Eucharist at 8:00 and 10:30 AM

(NO Soup this week)

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 17: Holy Eucharist at 7 PM

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 18: Worship for Good Friday at 12 PM
Way of the Cross at 7 PM

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 20:
Festival Holy Eucharist at 8:00 and 10:30 AM



Faithful Responses to Federal Defunding of
Global and Domestic Aid

Hosted by Episcopal Divinity School and the Episcopal Diocese of
New York in collaboration with St. Mark’s Church in-the-Bowery
Join us on April 3, 2025 at 12:30pm Eastern / 9:30am Pacific for a
conversation with leaders in global aid, philanthropy, and disaster response.
Across the U.S. and globally, funding cuts to humanitarian aid, disaster relief,
and social programs are weakening essential infrastructure, increasing
suffering, and forcing communities to navigate crises without adequate support.
As people of faith, we are called to respond—not just with our witness, but with
advocacy, solidarity, and strategic action. This discussion will highlight the
intersections of faith, justice, and service, equipping participants with tools to
engage in meaningful responses rooted in both direct support and systemic
change.
Due to the sensitive nature of this conversation, the meeting will operate
under Chatham House Rules. No recording will be made available, and
names of panelists will not be released prior to the event. We invite you to be
present with us in real-time, as we create a space of care, trust, and collective
discernment. Following the discussion, we will share community resources to
continue the conversation and support ongoing action. It is essential that we
care for one another at this moment in history.

(You must pre-register for this April 3 event. Use the link in the words "Join us", above.)

Adult Formation Opportunities 
Our Adult Formation Series Continues 9:15-10:15 on Sundays
 
April 6: Remember the church funeral planning forms you took home a few
weeks ago? Bring them back, along with your questions, and let’s try to get
them finished. They can be brought or sent to the office and will go into a file
for time of need, or for updates when you have them.
 
We will take a break for Palm Sunday and Easter. One additional important
session will be held on April 27: Palliative Care and Hospice Care, led by a
representative from St. Croix Hospice. Please join us for this final session, and
bring your questions. 
 
 
Open Labryinth Time, Saturday, April 12
On Saturday, April 12 the Labyrinth area will be open for walking between 9
and 11 am. Drop in and take a little quiet time for yourself.

Holy Saturday Liturgy, 9 am April 19 in the Chapel
Holy Saturday is a solemn day in the church as we await the most powerful
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event in our Christian history. We say the short readings and a few prayers
contemplating the love and sacrifice of God in Jesus Christ. It will take around
30 minutes; there is no Holy Eucharist on this day.

The 2025 Event Fair Events have begun!
Watch the bulletin board outside the Parish Hall for photos of this year’s
events. Inside the Parish Hall is a table with last year’s photos – help yourself!

Street Tacos and Margaritas - Space is still available! 
 
Tickets are available for the event on Friday, April 11th, 5:30 pm
Parish Hall, St. Christopher's, $20 each.
 
Please join us for great food and conversation! Contact Ruth in the office or
Jean Crow at crowx002@gmail.com if you are interested.

​Marion Hunner,
Children and Youth Director

March was a busy month!
Dungeons and Dragons – On March 2, Roland and I joined about 25 youth
and 8 adults at St. Clements Episcopal Church for a Dungeons and Dragons
event. This is a tabletop adventure role playing game that has been popular for
almost 50 years. Both of us were new to the game, and we had a great time.
We’re looking forward to the next one in June.
 

mailto:crowx002@gmail.com


Bible Story Project – We recorded our last 2 stories in March. The next step
is to edit them (that’s on me) and then the kids will gather to watch the videos
and plan a presentation for the congregation. I am really enjoying this project,
and it seems like the kids are, too. I’m very impressed with their insights as we
discuss our stories in context, and I look forward to hearing their ideas for a
presentation.
 
Looking Ahead . . .
 
Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 19 - We are collaborating with youth at St.
Matthew’s Episcopal to offer an Easter Vigil. This service will be led by the
children and youth, and all are invited to attend at 4pm at St. Matthew’s (2136
Carter Ave – just 8 minutes from St. Christopher’s). I hope to see members of
our congregation there to enjoy this special service and support our kids.
 
Wednesday, June 18 is ECMN night at the Saints – This year our ECMN
baseball outing will be at CHS field to cheer on the St. Paul Saints as they play
the Toledo Mudhens (any M*A*S*H* fans out there? This was Klinger’s home
team) For those who are interested, I will take reservations to get a block of
seats together for our St. Christopher’s community. Otherwise, ECMN will be
offering an opportunity to order tickets in the larger ECMN block. Details to
come but mark your calendars now! The game starts at 7:07 pm.
 
Road Trip: On the Go with God – This is our 2025 Vacation Bible School
theme. Our VBS program will run July 7-11. Details will be on our website by
Easter Sunday. We are collaborating with St. John in the Wilderness (White
Bear) again this year.

Hearts and Hands

Hearts and Hands volunteers met on March 20th to sort and store fleece for
future blanket projects, and prepared 50 cards for Letters of Love whose
mission is to "provide emotional support to children battling serious illnesses
through the creation of hand-crafted, heartfelt letters".



Green Team
Don't miss our event on Monday, April 7!

VESTRY SHORTS

The Vestry was brought up to speed on the status of the ECMN audit. Vestry
approved moving $90,000 from the General Fund into a new CD (TBD). This



will bring our bank account under the $250,000 FDIC limit per the auditor's
recommendations.
 
St. Christopher's youth will participate in an Easter Vigil service at St.
Matthew's on April 19, 2025.
 
St. Christopher's received two letters of appreciation related to recent grants to
Hearts & Hands and 2nd Stork. These letters were shared with the Vestry.
 
Vestry discussed Coffee Hour and the costs related to purchasing Peace
Coffee. No action was taken.
 
Vestry discussed adding non-stipendiary clergy to the Church's pension fund.
No action was taken pending additional clarifications from ECMN.
 
Lenten Adult Forum events are well-attended. Event Fair events are ongoing.

APRIL Calendar
1 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10 AM
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels – Offsite
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
2 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7:30 PM
5:30 PM Soup Supper – Parish Hall
6:15 PM Bell Choir – Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7 PM Way of the Cross
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
3 Thursday
 
4 Friday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
5 Saturday
10 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 11 AM
 
6 Sunday – Lent 5
8 AM Holy Eucharist
9 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM Adult Forum
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
7 Monday
4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM
6:30 PM Green Team Presents: Climate Change with Dr. Jorissen—Parish Hall



 
8 Tuesday
10 AM SG Peer Group – Gathering Room – to 12 PM
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
9 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7:30 PM
5:30 PM Soup Supper – Parish Hall
6:15 PM Bell Choir – Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7 PM Way of the Cross
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
10 Thursday
 
11 Friday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
5:30 PM Event – Street Tacos and Margaritas – Parish Hall
 
12 Saturday
9 AM Labyrinth Walk - Parish Hall - to 12 PM
6 PM Russian Dinner Event (Rescheduled) - Parish Hall
 
13 Sunday – PALM SUNDAY
8 AM Holy Eucharist
9 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
14 Monday
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10:30 AM
4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM
 
15 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
10 AM Tuesday OA - #218
11 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 12 PM
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
16 Wednesday
10:45 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 12 PM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
1:15 PM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 2:30 PM
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7:30 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir – Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
17 Thursday – MAUNDY THURSDAY
7 PM Holy Eucharist – Church
 



18 Friday – GOOD FRIDAY
12 PM Good Friday Worship
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
7 PM Way of the Cross
 
19 Saturday – HOLY SATURDAY
9 AM Holy Saturday Liturgy - Chapel
 
20 SUNDAY-- EASTER!!
8 AM Holy Eucharist
9 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
21 Monday
4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM
5:30 PM Finance Committee – Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry – Parish Hall
 
22 Tuesday
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels – Offsite
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
23 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7:30 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir – Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
24 Thursday
 
25 Friday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
5 PM Event: Mexican Train Dinner & Dominoes-OFFSITE
 
26 Saturday
9 AM Event: Guided Bird Walk – Offsite
11 AM Nancy Foster Funeral Service
12 PM Foster Reception
 
27 Sunday – Easter 2
8 AM Holy Eucharist
9 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
28 Monday
4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM
 
29 Tuesday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors



 
30 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7:30 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir – Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office before scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

​I hope you have enjoyed the April e-Traveler!

The end of Lent; Easter; Spring weather warming and the trees
leafing out in all the shades of green we can imagine. Hooray!

Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church

VESTRY:
Josh Kattelman, Sr. Warden; Ann DePaolis-Jones, Jr. Warden
Robert Williams, Clerk; Bruce Warkentien, Treasurer

Kathy Ackerman; Darlene Cross;
Becky Lucas; Rich Pieper; Jane Suilman;
Ann Trapnell; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:
Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator
Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
Karla S. Cole, Director of Music Ministries
Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon
Rev. Mary Rowe, Assisting Priest
Rev. Marilyn Baldwin, Assisting Priest
Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:
Recorded Sermons for each Sunday are on our website.

Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:
Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Sundays:
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship
9:15 AM Adult Forum



10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM
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