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Hello, St. Christopher's Community!

Meet Christ.
Be Christ.

From the Rector

The Rev.
Randy W. Johnson

Rector

We Saw and Believed! vy Fr. Randy+

Springtime has begun it's usually dance with us once more. One day brilliant
sunshine, and the next cloudy, dull and gloomy—blustery north winds
reminding us that it is still very early in the season. It seems as though this is
also the feeling the followers of Jesus had immediately after the resurrection of
Jesus. One moment is pure elation and joy, while the next it seems the
darkness and gloom once again try to overshadow the Light of the World.

“He saw and believed.” (John 20:8)

The beloved disciple entered the tomb where Jesus’ body had been laid, and
found it empty—only the neatly folded linen wrappings were lying there. “They
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saw and believed; for as of yet they did not understand the scripture, that he
must rise from the dead.” (John 20:9)

What we know now is that Christ Jesus had risen! The Lord has risen indeed!
Alleluia! Christ is risen!

In this season of Eastertide, we celebrate the culmination of the longing of
God's people through the ages. In John’s Gospel, we hear that when John
looked into the empty tomb, he “saw and believed.” His eyes were opened,
and he was able to respond to what he saw with faith. As we consider the
empty tomb today, let’'s ask the Lord to open our eyes and give us the grace to
respond with faith as well!

Throughout Lent, our Sunday Gospel readings have been preparing the way
for us.

-We saw Jesus defeat the devil, clinging to Scripture to overcome his
temptations. (Matt. 4:1-11) We now know that Jesus has freed us from Satan’s
power.

-We saw Jesus manifest his glory and give the disciples a glimpse of what was
in store for them. (Matt. 17:1-9) And we now believe that Jesus is inviting us into
heavenly glory.

-We saw Jesus give living water to the Samaritan woman, showing us that as
Messiah, he came for all people. (John 4:5-42) So now we recognize that Jesus
brought God'’s promises to fulfillment for every person.

-We saw Jesus heal a man born blind, opening the man’s eyes to recognize
him as the Son of Man. (John 9:1-41) We believe now that our spiritual
blindness can be healed and that we can see Jesus for who he really is.

-And we saw Jesus raise a friend Lazarus from the dead, showing he has the
power over death itself. (John 11:1-45) We now know that we are freed from the
fear of death and that death is not the end for us.

Today as you rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus, rejoice in all its effects—both
in your own life and for everyone. He has conquered sin and death and the
devil! All our hopes have been fulfilled in him!

Jesus, we rejoice in your resurrection! Open our eyes to see and believe all
that you have accomplished!

But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Pascal Lamb, who was sacrificed for
us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. (Preface
for Easter, BCP pg. 379)

The Lord has risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Randy+




Children & Youth_

Marion Hunner
Director of Children and Youth Ministries

April 2026

Bible Story Project — We have finished recording for this program year. Our
next step is to watch the videos and plan our presentation for the congregation.
As soon as we choose a date for the presentation, we will publicize it.

Easter Vigil — We are looking forward to joining St. Matthew’s in presenting a
family friendly Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 4. We did this last year, and it
was a great experience. All are welcome to attend the service at 4pm at St.
Matthew’s Episcopal Church in St. Paul. We begin outside with the lighting of
the fire.

Pre-YE — Several of our youth, along with Carol and Marion, will attend this
middle school retreat on April 25-26 at St. John the Evangelist in St. Paul.

Donation Opportunity — If you have fashion scarves (not winter scarves) that
you no longer need, we would love to add them to our costumes. They can be
left in Marion’s mailbox by the office or in the basket by her office door.

Meeting Them Where They Are - Many of our children and youth are involved
in sports, music, and other endeavors. Jill, Carol, and | have been attending
some of these events to show support. In conversations with parishioners, |
have learned that others may be interested as well. If you would like to be
informed about these opportunities (with no commitment to attend), please let
me know (marion@ StChristophers-MN.Org). | will create an email distribution
list, and when parents tell me about performances, sporting events, etc, | will
share the details with the distribution list. Maybe you can attend, maybe you
want to say a prayer for them at home, maybe you want to send them a note.
Any way you would like to support our children and youth is greatly
appreciated. Parents — don't forget to share events and schedules with me!

Summer Opportunities

¢ June 21-25 (Sun-Thurs) - ECMN Youth Camp for 6-12. We already have
three youth going. Register Here

e July 6-10 (Mon-Fri) - VBS at St. Christopher's. Registration is available
here.

« Two Opportunities to serve and play with other ECMN youth, spending
1/2 days doing service work and 1/2 days doing fun activities. Please let
me know if you are interested — if we have interested students, | will
engage in the planning process. Both are for rising 6-12 grade

o June 29-July 2 (Mon-Thurs) 8am-4pm — Summer Stretch with Christ
Church, Woodbury.
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o July 20-22 (Mon-Wed) 9am-5pm —Summer Connect. With St. John the
Evangelist, St. John in the Wilderness and St. Clements.
e July 26-30 (Sun-Thurs) - ECMN Family Camp. We already have one
family going. Register Here

3 Braver Angels

Coming in April to Roseville Lutheran Church.

With the polarization in our country and in our churches which hinders healthy
relationships, you are invited to learn skills for disagreeing better. Braver
Angels has developed a national reputation for helping to bridge the divides we
so often experience. Braver Angels has developed a national reputation for
helping bridge the divide we so often experience.

April 13, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Depolarizing Ourselves
April 20, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Skills for Disagreeing Better

At each session Pastor Jeff Thiemann will guide us into seeing the image of
God in all whom we meet, and treating ourselves and others with the respect
that such an identity promotes. How do we “see” the other side? What may be
going on inside us at these times? How can we listen better? How can we
develop more constructive ways to engage? Free (donations welcome) Call
the RLC church office to register: 651-487-7752.

GREEN TEAM

The Green Team has some important dates for you to put on your calendar!

Here Comes the Sun.....(and Wind and Batteries).

Please join the Green Team on Monday, April 13t at 6:30 pm in the Parish
Hall for a talk given by Dr. Steve Jorissen. He will discuss the exciting progress
being made on alternative energy sources so we can lessen the use of fossil
fuels along with other ideas for becoming green. Steve gave a wonderful talk
last year, so we recommend you invite your friends and neighbors!

Coming Up:
May 3" after the 8:00 am service: Cleanup of Hamline Avenue

June 7" Bike Blessing
Look out for more info to come on all of these events. Hope to see you there!

Green Team

Vestry Shorts
The Vestry met on March 23 instead of March 16 due to weather. The following
issues were discussed and actions taken:
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1. Guest, Darlene Cross, met with three contractors about replacing 12 old and
non-functioning windows on the upper level of the building. She shared the
bids she received. Jeff has also been seeking bids for replacement of the
windows in the choir room. Jeff will ask one of the contractors to give a bid on
the same 12 windows and will bring it back to the vestry and finance committee
for discussion.

2. We revisited our discussion about the Angel Fund that is managed by
Keystone Community Services. The fund will be available to support
individuals or families in crisis who may seek financial assistance at local
churches. These folks can be referred to Keystone where the needs will be
assessed and assistance provided where appropriate. The vestry decided to
allocate $100 per month for the remaining months of 2026 to the Angel Fund
with a request that it come out of our Mission Opportunities fund. A grant was
approved.

3. Bruce shared results of our recent audit as well as information related to
interest that is coming due on our Blaze CD.

4. Hearts and Hands will be holding a drive in May to collect linens and other
household items for Bridging. A grant for $500.00 from the Mission
Opportunities Fund to purchase additional household items in addition to what
the parish donates was approved.

5. Upcoming events:

a. Green Team is hosting a speaker on April 13

b. Tour of a compost facility in April

c. Hamline trash pick up on May 3

d. Bike blessing on June 11

e. Braver Angels Training at Roseville Lutheran Church on April 13 and 20

6. Shout out to:

Ann Trapnell and Kim Johnson for organizing our Lenten Soup Suppers;
Father Toua and the Hmong ministry for working closely with Father Randy to
organize and support the Hmong parishioners and services.

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact a Vestry
member.

Help Wanted

We are still looking for 2-3 Alternate Delegates to ECMN Convention (for a 3-
year term). Please speak to a warden or Fr. Randy if interested.

APRIL Calendar
1 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM
6 PM Flute Lesson - #219
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room



2 Thursday—MAUNDY THURSDAY

10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 11 AM
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7 PM

7 PM Holy Eucharist

3 Friday—GOOD FRIDAY

12 PM Worship for Good Friday with HE from Reserved Sacrament
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 4:45 PM

7 PM Way of the Cross - Church

4 Saturday
9 AM Holy Saturday Worship (Chapel) and Labyrinth Open—to 11 AM

5 SUNDAY—

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

6 Monday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

7 Tuesday

8 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room —to 5 PM
10:15 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library —to 11:30 AM
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall

8 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7:30 PM
6 PM Flute Lesson - #219

6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

9 Thursday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

10 Friday
10:30 AM Conversation, Craft and Crunch — Parish Hall —to 1 PM
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 4:45 PM

11 Saturday
8:30 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room — to 10:15 AM
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 10 AM

12 Sunday -Easter 2

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—~Parish Hall

13 Monday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM



6:30 PM Green Team Event: Speaker: Steve Jorissen—Parish Hall

14 Tuesday

8:45 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 9:45 AM
10 AM SG Peer Group — Gathering Room —to 12 PM
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite

2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

15 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7:30 PM
6 PM Flute Lesson - #219

6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

16 Thursday
10:30 AM Hearts and Hands — Parish Hall
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

17 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

18 Saturday
9 AM Bird Walk Event — Offsite
10 AM Hmong Khite Eucharist - Church

19 Sunday -Easter 3

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

20 Monday

3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM
5:30 PM Finance Committee — Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry — Parish Hall

21 Tuesday

8 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room —to 5 PM
10 AM Tuesday OA - #218

2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

22 Wednesday—Earth Day

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM
6 PM Flute Lesson - #219

6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

23 Thursday
10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 11 AM



3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

24 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

25 Saturday
9 AM Vestry Retreat — Gathering Room —to 12 PM
5 PM Dinner and Dominoes Event — Offsite

26 Sunday - Easter 4

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

27 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

28 Tuesday
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

29 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM
6 PM Flute Lesson - #219

6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

30 Thursday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office before scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

| hope you have enjoyed the April e-Traveler!

I'll have to wait a few more days to say my favorite word -- but
at least we get to say it over and over on Easter Sunday!
(Alleluial)

Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church

VESTRY:
Ann DePaolis-Jones, Sr. Warden; Bruce Warkentien, Jr. Warden



Ann Trapnell, Clerk; Bruce Warkentien, Treasurer

Kathy Ackerman; Jeff Jensen; Becky Lucas;
Angela Robinson; Jane Suilman; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:

Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator

Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
Karla S. Cole, Director of Music Ministries
Lyla Aaland, Deaconal Intern

Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon

Rev. Mary Rowe, Assisting Priest

Rev. Marilyn Baldwin, Assisting Priest

Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:

Live-stream and Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:
Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Sundays:

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship
9:15 AM Adult Forum
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM
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