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If Stones Could Speak by Fr. Randy+

Several years ago, I had accompanied Kim on her teaching exchange program
to the dental school at the University of Greifswald, Germany. While she spent
her days teaching dental students in lecture and clinical settings, I had the
great fortune of wandering about this most beautiful and ancient city. My
favorite activity was wandering through the Old Town, still protected by the
medieval city walls, and bursting with architectural treasures in the form of
buildings and structures dating back for many centuries. My favorite spaces
were the four cathedral churches—each with spires reaching to the heavens
and stained glass windows teaching people bible stories to the illiterate
masses of people who gathered as the people of God.

St. Marion’s is a special place for me—and I spent much time within her
fresco-painted walls and dimly lit side chapels. The floor is covered with
enormous stone slabs—each one hand carved with the names and stories of
the multitude of saints entombed beneath them.

After the frantic-paced air and train travel necessary to reach this Baltic Sea
city, the near silence of the cathedral interior was nearly deafening. I could
nearly hear the blood coursing with each beat of my heart. I walked and
watched everything that was impacting my heart and mind in this sacred
space. At one time, I sat down on the cool stones of the cathedral floor—worn
smooth by the feet of worshippers for over seven centuries. “The stones seem
almost alive!” I thought to myself. I closed my eyes and imagined, “Be still—
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you can rest here.”

“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals, yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ.” are the words from 1 Peter 2:4-5. This brings to
my mind’s eye the image of a cornerstone and interprets it afresh to Jesus, our
Rock and our Refuge. The cornerstone—often inscribed with a date and ritually
blessed—is the first stone to be laid in a foundation. It is the stone which
orients the building geographically and orients the builders in their labor. The
reference is to Isaiah’s chapter 28, where it is written, “Behold, I am laying in
Zion a foundation stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure
foundation.” The stability of a tested cornerstone will bear the weight of
countless others. And, as they take their places, they participate in its
fundamental strength.

The stones of our own St. Christopher’s church are worthy, time-tested icons
of the trustworthy stability of God. But the vocation of our sacred building—
even this glorious building whose walls are saturated with prayer—is to point
us to the Builder of Heaven and Earth. We must not forget that the Builder’s
primary materials—chosen and precious—have always been and will always
be you and me. The Church is alive, moving, breathing, and living in the space
between its members. This is the paradox of living stone. To be a living stone
is to stand with one foot gloriously planted in a temporal body in the brief time
we are given and the other planted on the unshakable threshold of eternity.

The church is a mystical body because the Holy Spirit is its animating force.
And it is through the dramatic presence of the Holy Spirit that we feel in our
hearts the blowing wind, the leaping flame, or even flowing water. These are
the roles of the Holy Spirit as she animates the Spirit of God in our lives.
The most exciting thing we can do with this fragile and precious life is to be a
sanctuary for the Spirit of God. To offer true rest to the restless and inspire
genuine trust in the midst of paralyzing fear—this may be the most courageous
thing we can do. And to promise to one another that we will go on being the
Church for one another and the world, However the foundations seem to
quake, this may just be the holiest thing we can do in the time we are given by
the hand of the Builder. Stones endure in their simple, solid state for ages and
ages. Come, Holy Spirit, Come. Amen.



What Would Jesus Drink?

You might like to know when and where Jesus is
drinking:

August 3 - Forgotten Star Brewing Co. -
38 Northern Stacks Dr. Fridley
Big venue - enormous parking lot. Lots of cleverly
named beers and several that have won national
awards. Hodgepodge food truck is serving typical bar fare and the Fridley
Lions' Club will be calling bingo. Dog friendly! (Please Note! The eastbound
lanes of I-694 will be CLOSED this weekend. Please plan your route to and
from the brewery accordingly.)

September 7 - White Bear Meadery -
1320 County Road D Circle, Maplewood
Drink mead like a Viking! Yes, it says that on their website. Mead is a fermented
honey beverage seasoned with spices or fruits. Wide range of flavors, all from
Minnesota-sourced ingredients. Heggies pizza, cheese curds and soft pretzels
available. Dog friendly!

October 5 - Broken Clock Brewing Cooperative - 1712 Marshall St. NE Mpls
Long list of beers and seltzers - hoping for a warm day to try the Limoncello
Slushy. You've probably had Aki's Breadhaus pretzels at other venues around



town. They're just next door, but they'll be closed at that time. If you're hungry,
Unidos Food Co. is there, along with Curioso Coffee if you require a pick-me-
up. Broken Clock is dog friendly!

WWJD events are on Sunday afternoons from 3-5. Join us for any or all of
these events. Come for a quick drink or stay a while. Bring the pooch!

​Marion Hunner,
Director of Children's
and Youth Ministries

Road Trip: On the Go with God: Vacation Bible School
We had a wonderful 5-day trip in July, during which we learned that God Is
with Us Wherever We Go! Many thanks to all who helped make this happen. In
addition to the 19 adults and 5 youth who led our travelers throughout the
week, we are also appreciative of those who did behind-the-scenes prep work,
and the people who helped us set up and tear down. This fabulous experience
doesn’t happen without ALL of you! Go to our Facebook page and scroll down
to see photos from each day of VBS.

Outreach Recap: We provided the following to Ralph Reader Food Shelf,
which is run by the Community Education department of the Moundsview
School District:
·      24 Birthday Bags that included cake mix, a can of sprite (did you know you
can make cake mix with soda instead of oil and eggs ?!), frosting, a pan,
plates, a table decoration, candles, a party favor, and a hand made card
·      6 packages of gluten free cake mix
·      158 travel-sized toiletries
·      24 tie-dyed pillowcases

School Supplies
It is almost Back-to-School time, and we are
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supporting students in the Roseville School
District with school supplies. Please bring your
donations to the bus in the Lower Narthex by
Sunday, August 17. Click here to see the district’s
supply list, or simply purchase basic items like
folders, spiral notebooks (both wide and college
ruled), crayons, markers, pencils, pens, backpacks, etc. If you would like to
support this effort but don’t want to shop, please clearly mark your donation
“school supplies” and put it in Marion’s mailbox, the offering plate, or drop it at
the office.

St. Francis Day Planning

Do you love critters, like dogs, cats, and all else? Are you enamored (and
maybe even a little jealous) of other churches’ St. Francis Pet Blessings? This
is your opportunity to get involved!

St. Francis Day is celebrated on or around October 4 each year, and we have
the opportunity to do something fresh! If you’d like to be involved in the
planning and worship, please contact Marilyn+ as soon as possible.

State Fair Parking to Return!
We are pleased to announce that we will again be a Park and Ride site for the
MN State Fair, this August. Dates are August 21-September 1. We are looking
for lots of volunteers to help park cars swiftly and efficiently! There are still 26
open time slots! Can you give us a 4-or-5-hour shift? Sign Up sheets are in
the upper Narthex, OR, sign up on line with this great QR Code!

AUGUST Calendar
1 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
2 Saturday
 
3 Sunday – 8th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
4 Monday
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10:30 AM
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 4:45 PM

https://littlecanada.isd623.org/student-life/school-supplies


 
5 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
1 PM Flute Lessons – Music Room – to 1:45 PM
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
6 Wednesday
10:45 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 12 PM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3 PM Staff Calendar Meeting (Office Closes)
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
 
7 Thursday
10 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 11 AM
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
 
8 Friday
10 AM Cello Rehearsal – Church – to 11 AM
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
9 Saturday
1 PM Event – Flash Mob Feast - Offsite
10 AM Margery Swanson Visitation – Chapel
11 AM Margery Swanson Funeral Service- Reception follows
 
10 SUNDAY --9th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
11 Monday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 4:45 PM
 
12 Tuesday
10 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 11 AM
1 PM Flute Lessons – Music Room – to 1:45 PM
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
13 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
1:15 PM Private Spiritual Direction – Library—to 2:30 PM
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6 PM Trio Performance - Church
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
 
14 Thursday
1:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
15 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
16 Saturday



 
17 Sunday – 10th after Pentecost
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
18 Monday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
5:30 PM Finance Committee – Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry – Parish Hall
 
19 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
10 AM Tuesday OA - #218
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
20 Wednesday
10:00 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 11 AM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
 
21 Thursday—STATE FAIR PARKING
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 4:45 PM
 
22 Friday-- STATE FAIR PARKING
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
23 Saturday— STATE FAIR PARKING
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10 AM
 
24 Sunday – 11th after Pentecost
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
1 PM STATE FAIR PARKING BEGINS
 
25 Monday – STATE FAIR PARKING
e-Traveler Deadline
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
 
26 Tuesday– STATE FAIR PARKING
 
27 Wednesday– STATE FAIR PARKING
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
 
28 Thursday– STATE FAIR PARKING
 
29 Friday– STATE FAIR PARKING
 
30 Saturday– STATE FAIR PARKING
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10 AM
 
31 Sunday– 12th after Pentecost



9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
1 PM STATE FAIR PARKING BEGINS
 
September 1st Monday – LABOR DAY – Last State Fair Parking
 
 
Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office before scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

​I hope you have enjoyed the August e-Traveler!

My goodness, State Fair Time is coming fast! I can hardly
wait for the mini donuts and Pronto pups, french fries and
cookies (and cheese curds and cotton candy!). The Fair is at
it's earliest this year, with Labor Day on the 1st of September.

(Next year, it won't begin until August 27th.)

Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church

VESTRY:
Josh Kattelman, Sr. Warden; Ann DePaolis-Jones, Jr. Warden
Robert Williams, Clerk; Bruce Warkentien, Treasurer

Kathy Ackerman; Darlene Cross;
Becky Lucas; Rich Pieper; Jane Suilman;
Ann Trapnell; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:
Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator
Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
Karla S. Cole, Director of Music Ministries
Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon
Rev. Mary Rowe, Assisting Priest
Rev. Marilyn Baldwin, Assisting Priest
Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:
Recorded Sermons for each Sunday are on our website.

Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:
Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Summer Sunday Schedule:



Through September 7
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist

10:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church | 2300 Hamline Ave. N.
Roseville, MN 55113
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