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The Spirituality of Advent by Fr. Randy+

God shall judge the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not life sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. (from
Isaiah 2)

Our congregation at St. Christopher’s is just finishing up our liturgical year and
moving towards a new year beginning in Advent on November 30. We have
recently celebrated our 75th year as a parish and have marked this milestone
in many new and exciting ways. Yet, it seems it is so much more easy to mark
significant years in our history, the history of our state and country, by the
significant military conflicts and wars in which we have participated as a nation
—some are remembered more deeply than others.

It is with a sad heart to hear our current president has renamed our military
service branches under the title of the Department of War, rather than the
Department of Defense. The naming convention itself causes me pause and
makes me reflect on just what our stance and purpose is in this world of
dispute and struggle, in regards to perpetuating and supporting peace rather
than continued conflict and devastating trauma that inevitably accompanies
war.

When Isaiah says that nations will beat their swords into plowshares; what’s
your reaction? A skeptical “yeah, right” seems most reasonable. We have, like
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Isaiah, lived to see horror on battlefields and in cities, and stubborn anger in
every nation and people. Is cynicism the only legitimate reaction to calls for
peace?

Maybe…

But as we enter Advent, it’s appropriate to turn our hearts to the spirit of peace.
Advent is the time of both waiting and preparation.

Waiting is what we do, when it comes to peace. Waiting to hear the outcome of
peace talks. Waiting for Russia to behave better. Waiting for countries in Africa
settle internal differences. Waiting for our own elected officials to talk to each
other, listen to each other, and act like adults.

What about preparation, though? How do we prepare for peace?

By walking in the way of peace ourselves. Which isn’t easy.

Spirituality in Advent—peace in Advent—takes many forms. It may be deciding
to let go of anxiety in the face of too much to do. Or determining to speak
kindly to your family or neighbor, or starting to let go of an old hurt. It may
mean praying for someone who annoys you or refusing to repeat (or share on
social media) a mean comment. Peace could be looking into the face of an
antagonist and seeing your own countenance reflected there. Maybe peace for
you is deciding to spend a day, or part of a day, volunteering instead of
shopping, or choosing to donate to a cause that will advance justice, instead of
buying that sweater that you don’t really need.

In these next weeks, as our hearts turn towards Bethlehem, may peace be our
meditation, our goal, our way of being. The swords of anger and agitation in
our own hearts are slowly remolded into plowshares of kindness and mercy,
Then, our reaction to Isaiah’s words can also be remolded, from “yeah, right”
into “may it be so.” Amen.
 Randy+



Advent Resources
With Advent beginning on November 30, you may want to observe the season
of waiting by adding a short daily reading. Here are a few sources:

Forward Movement, a ministry of The Episcopal Church, offers Advent Word, a
short daily meditation on the word of the day:
Advent Word

In addition, don’t overlook the Forward Movement daily meditation booklets
offered year-around at church, just outside the Nave doors; you can also
subscribe online. (www.forwardmovement.org)

Luther Seminary invites you to download the 2025 Advent devotional, “Hark! A
Thrilling Voice is Sounding!” for personal or congregational use this Advent.
Download regular print Download large print

Advent and Christmas Highlights

Sunday, December 7 (Advent 2): A Service of Lessons and Carols at 4
PM. St. Christopher's Choir, the Handbell Choir, and the Recorder Ensemble
invite you to to join them for the traditional Service. Cookies and Carols
reception follows.

Sunday, December 21 (Advent 4): Greening of the Church (see below
for details).
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Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve: Festival Eucharist at 4 PM
(No Wednesday 12:15 service on this day.)

Thursday, December 25 - Christmas Day: Holy Eucharist at 9:30 AM

New Sunday Morning Ministry Opportunity
How would you like to help get our message and our worship out on YouTube
on Sunday mornings? We’re looking for a few volunteers to share the Sunday
setup before the 10:30 service, monitor it during the service, and take it down
afterward. If you’re comfortable with a cell phone, you can help! Please see
Deacon Christopher or Rev. Marilyn.

​Marion Hunner,
Director of Children's
and Youth Ministries

Bible Story Project – In November we recorded our second Bible story. This
is an ongoing project in which we gather to explore a story of the Bible, read
through a scripted version, and then don costumes and record it. Carol Duff is
working closely with me on this project, and we enjoy collaborating with
children, youth, and adults in our faith community
 
Suggested Advent prayers and activities for home - during this very busy
season, I hope that families will be able to find some quiet time to prepare their
homes and hearts for the coming of Jesus. Traditions that you begin when they
are young can last a lifetime. There are several Advent resources on St.
Christopher’s website under Learn/Resources/Family - please take a look. 
 
Epiphany Presentation – Sunday, January 4th at 10:30
We will be looking for folks interested in reading and/or donning a costume for
our Epiphany Presentation on January 4th. There are also two behind the
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scenes roles to be filled. The commitment is:
·      Rehearsal on January 3rd at 4:00, followed by a potluck taco supper and
service projects.
·      Arrive at 10 am on January 4th.  

If you are interested or want more details, please let Marion know.

Greening of the Church
December 21st!

On Sunday, December 21st, St Christopher's
will have it's annual greening of the church
following the second service. This year, we will
be providing lunch, so sign-ups will be made
available so we can plan to provide the right
amount of food. All are welcome.

Hearts and Hands
Hearts and Hands met on November 20 to make cards for Letters of Love, a
nonprofit organization that focuses on providing emotional support for patients
in Children's Hospitals around the world. We also signed handmade
Thanksgiving cards crafted by Jane Suilman for our homebound parishioners.

Vestry Shorts
The Vestry met on November 17.
The Altar Guild is busy preparing for Advent. There is no update on the Lenten
pottery set. Graham Jewelers kindly repaired the cross on our silver ciborium
for free.

We have not had enough rain to determine if the repair to the south steeple
was successful.

The Youth are busy recording their Bible stories. A rehearsal and potluck is on
January 3, 2026. The Epiphany presentation will be on January 4, 2026.

Approximately 630 pounds of produce went to the food shelf. The garden has
been retired for the season. Larry Jones is planning a recycling tour next year.
We are collecting shoes and Christmas lights for recycling. 



Hearts and Hands will meet to create Letters of Love for sick children. There is
no update from Meals on Wheels.

The Event Fair starts on December 7, 2025. This is also the date for Lessons
& Carols. There is a movie event on December 5, 2025.

The choir room window issue was discussed. Rich will follow up with Buildings
& Grounds for a status update. The freezer was recently repaired at a cost of
approximately $700. The repair is expected to be good for about 5 years. There
are currently gallon jugs of frozen water to help the cooler maintain its
temperature. These can be removed if space is needed, but please return
them to the freezer ASAP.

The Vestry discussed potential candidates for Junior Warden and Vestry.

Steph Mann bequeathed an IRA from Charles Schwab to the church. The
amount is currently not known. Ruth has been working to complete the
necessary paperwork to access this account. The Vestry approved Father
Randy and Ann DePaolis-Jones, incoming Senior Warden, as authorized
signers on the Schwab account.

The Vestry approved up to $3,000 to replace the coffee machine. These funds
will come from the Memorial Fund.

The Vestry approved moving $100,000 from the current checking account to
be invested in a 7-month CD at Northstar Bank at a 4% APR. Another $60,000
will be moved to a Money Market account at Northstar at a varying 1.2% to
1.4% APR, allowing easy transfer of funds into the checking account while
earning interest. The remaining $40,000 (approximately) will stay in the
checking account and, along with pledges, will continue to cover monthly
expenditures.

ECMN recently passed two resolutions at the General Convention relating to
immigration and sanctuary church status. Please refer to ECMN's website for
further information.

Stewardship is ongoing, with 44 pledges totalling $201,000 received as of
November 17, 2025.

A bilingual (Hmong and English) Prayer Book is in the works.

Shout Outs: Bill Stromberg, for agreeing to deliver food to the local food shelf;
and the convention delegates who represented St. Christopher's at the ECMN
convention in Rochester November 14-15, 2025. 

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact a Vestry
member.

DECEMBER Calendar

1 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM



6 PM Solaris Dance - Parish Hall to 10 PM
 
2 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
3 Wednesday
10:45 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library - to 12 PM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
4 Thursday
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
6 PM Solaris Dance - Parish Hall to 10 PM
 
5 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
4 PM Cello rehearsal - Church - to 9 PM
6:30 PM Event - Movie Night - Parish Hall
 
6 Saturday
2 PM Holmes Cello Student Recital - Parish Hall
 
7 Sunday – ADVENT 2
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
4 PM A Service of Lessons and Carols - Church
Reception follows
 
8 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
6 PM Solaris Dance - Parish Hall to 10 PM
 
9 Tuesday
8:45 AM Private Spiritual Direction –Library
10 AM SG Peer Group – Gathering Room – to 12 PM
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
10 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
1:15 PM Private Spiritual Direction - Library - to 2:30 PM
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 



11 Thursday
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
6 PM Solaris Dance - Parish Hall to 10 PM 

12 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
13 Saturday
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10 AM
 
14 SUNDAY—ADVENT 3
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
15 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
5:30 PM Finance Committee – Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry – Parish Hall
 
16 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction - Library - to 10 AM
10 AM Tuesday OA - #218
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
17 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
1:15 PM Private Spiritual Direction - Library - to 2:30 PM
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
18 Thursday
10:30 AM Hearts and Hands – Parish Hall
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
6 PM Solaris Dance - Parish Hall to 10 PM

19 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM

20 Saturday
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10:15 AM

21 Sunday – ADVENT 4
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
12 PM Greening of the Church!
 



22 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
6 PM Solaris Dance - Parish Hall to 10 PM
 
23 Tuesday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
24 Wednesday - CHRISTMAS EVE
NO 12:15 PM SERVICE
4 PM FESTIVAL HOLY EUCHARIST
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
 
25 Thursday – CHRISTMAS DAY
9:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST
 
26 Friday
CLOSED
 
27 Saturday
 
28 Sunday – Christmas 1
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

29 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
6 PM Solaris Dance - Parish Hall to 10 PM
 
30 Tuesday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
31 Wednesday - NEW YEAR'S EVE
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
 
Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office before scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

​I hope you have enjoyed the December e-Traveler!

I write this right after our first snow of the season. Yuk!

Happy Christmas to all!!



Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church
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Kathy Ackerman; Darlene Cross;
Becky Lucas; Rich Pieper; Jane Suilman;
Ann Trapnell; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:
Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator
Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
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Our Schedule:
Live-stream and Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:

Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Sundays:
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship
9:15 AM Adult Forum

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM
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