
Hello, St. Christopher's Community!
Advent 4 this Sunday, and then CHRISTMAS!

(Please note, NO December 25 e-Blast next week.)

Nothing will be Impossible with God by Fr. Randy+

I can hardly imagine what it would have been like to be a mouse in the corner--
being a witness to a conversation which would inaugurate the event which
rings throughout all ages. In this sacred moment, an angel, Gabriel, is sent by
God to the town of Nazareth in Galilee. There the angel meets with a young
woman named Mary, who is engaged to a man named Joseph. The
conversation is brief, begun with an angelic pronouncement, “Greetings
favored one! The Lord is with you.”

What strange and perplexing words—and what things must Mary be pondering
in her heart! St. Luke’s gospel tells the story of Mary and Gabriel’s meeting
(Luke 1:26-38.) And, what amazing news is shared! Gabriel says, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.” He goes on to tell the young
woman what amazing thing is about to happen, “And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of your ancestor David.”

What news! Mary would become the mother of a king who would be called
“Son of the Most High!” But Mary had questions. How could she, a virgin, have
a baby? Perhaps Gabriel smiled as he began to explain. He knew that when
God makes a promise, he brings it to fruition. How could he do otherwise?
So he provided Mary even more confirmation: her cousin Elizabeth, who had
been childless all her life, had also conceived a child!

Mary experienced personally something she probably already knew by faith:
God is all-powerful and completely reliable. God will always fulfill God’s plan,
even if our human understanding cannot keep up with it. And so she trusted
even though she couldn’t yet see how it would all come to pass.



We all would like to have the same radical trust in God’s promises that Mary
showed. But let’s face it: in our weakness and doubt, we can think or act as if
some situations are impossible for God to resolve. Our limited understanding—
our fears and anxieties—get in the way of this radical trust. We know that
God’s promises are trustworthy. We know that he never misleads or deceives
us. We even agree with Jesus when he said, “For God all things are possible”
(Matt. 19:26.) Still, we falter.

Yes! All things are possible with God! Can Jesus bring you peace and healing,
and make you a blessing to others? Yes, it’s possible!

Today, try to imitate Mary’s radical trust. Even though we may not understand it
all, reaffirm your confidence in the Lord and his plan for your life. And fix your
eyes upon Jesus, the promised One who can do what is impossible—in your
life and the world.

We REALLY want your opinion! 
Please take this short less-than-15-minute survey and give us a piece of your
mind—what is St. Christopher’s doing well? What could we be doing better?

We'll get the results ready to talk about at the Annual Meeting in January.
Please take the survey SOON!

﻿Please share your opinions with us at THIS LINK. Or copy and paste: 
https://ssd.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3q0yAkVKQZMjGp8 

The 2025 Event Fair Continues This Week!
Event Fair Catalogs are available now! Here is a link to a digital copy (please
scroll down to "Other Documents for Download." You will find printed copies
available in the Upper Narthex and the Parish Hall.

The Event Fair will run through Sunday, December 28th.

Registrations will be first come, first served. If you are a snowbird, please ask a
friend to sign you up in your absence, or, let Ann (mntrappers@gmail.com) or
Kim (kimmersue58@hotmail.com) know your choices.

A BIG THANK YOU goes out to all our event donors!!! We hope everyone will
engage and enjoy the fun-loving church community we are fortunate to call our
faith family! All proceeds go toward St. C’s Mission Opportunities Fund.

We Get By with A Little Help from Our Friends

https://ssd.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3q0yAkVKQZMjGp8
https://ssd.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3q0yAkVKQZMjGp8
https://www.stchristophers-mn.org/publications.html


I am here, again, to ask all of you to volunteer
for a week of snow shoveling for the church!
There is a sign-up poster in the Narthex.
 
Shoveling weeks are Monday-to-Sunday
(because no one wants to wake up to snow on
Sunday and not remember that it's the START of
your week).
 
Anything over 1.5 inches is covered by our
plowing service when they plow, BUT, we do

need help sometimes mid-day to keep things safe before they arrive. Sand and
salt are in (or near) the entries. Call the office if you have questions!

Pot Luck Meal with our Afghan Family
Please join us on Saturday, December 27, 5-8 PM in the parish hall as we
celebrate the gift of our Afghan family. We want to stand with them in joy and
thanksgiving this winter season. 

It is a potluck so bring food to share with each other. Also bring hugs and
joyous wishes to share. 

Questions or more info, please call Becky Lucas.

Stewardship Update
Please get your pledge form in soon! The Finance Team and Vestry will be
finalizing the 2026 budget soon. THANK YOU to the 86 households whose
pledges have already been received. If you are using the auto-pay option,
please notify the office if there is no change. If you didn't get a pledge form, or
need another, just let the office know, and we'll get you a form! 

Advent and Christmas Highlights
 
Sunday, December 21 (Advent 4): Greening of the Church
On Sunday, December 21st, St Christopher's will have its annual Greening of
the Church following the second service.
 
Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve: Festival Eucharist at 4 PM
(No Wednesday 12:15 service on this day.)
 
Thursday, December 25 - Christmas Day: Holy Eucharist at 9:30 AM

Upcoming Lectionary Readings



 
December 21: ADVENT 4, Year A

Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25.

December 28: CHRISTMAS 1, Year A
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25.

Sunday Ministries December 21
8:00 AM
Lectors - John L, Mike S
Intercessor - Tom M
LEM - Mike S
Usher - Tom M
Altar Guild - Kitty R
Coffee Hosts - (open)

10:30 AM
Nursery - Connie H
Lectors - Becky L, Cameron G
Intercessor - Katherine J
LEM - Marion H, Lyla A
Crucifer - Marion H
Acolytes - Roland K, Gradie M
Ushers - Ella S, Ross A
Altar Guild - Kathy A
Coffee Hosts - Becky L, Robin M

Prayer List Requests
Have you noticed a “Prayer Requests” button on our website? This is a very
short form to add a name to our prayer list! Requests will be monitored
Monday through Friday and added to the list published on Fridays. You may, of
course, still call or email the office to add or remove a name from the list.

Are you receiving this email forwarded by a friend?
You can now sign up to receive the weekly Parish Mail and monthly e-Traveler in
your own inbox. A sign-up form is now on the main page at our website. Just go to
www.stchristophers-mn.org.

www.stchristophers-mn.org

  

Thank you for keeping your pledge up to date.
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