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Hello, St. Christopher's Community! Did you have fun at the Fair?

My apologies for the late delivery of this e-Traveler - I didn't set up the delivery
correctly, and so it did not go out yesterday.--Ruth

From the Rector

The Rev.
Randy W. Johnson

Rector

Humble Like a Child by Fr. Randy+

As a parent and grandparent, we find ourselves
being the fortunate recipient of many, many
pieces of fine art. These are not “just” fine art
from grand masters in the greater world. These
masterpieces are sterling examples of original
artistic efforts from the smaller persons in our
lives—smaller only in physical stature—as they
are giants in our hearts.

Grade 11, two grade 7’s, a fifth grader, a third
grader and coming up the rear, a second grader
—each one of them uniquely gifted and, as

Garrison Keillor reminded us on his weekly radio broadcast of the Prairie Home
Companion—all are above average.  

Art is rendered in a myriad of forms and media—paint, glass, fiber and fabric,
pencil and pen, metal and clay, paper, ceramics, leather, jewel and stone—
heck, even the most common media of all—crayon and LEGO! 

I’d like to invite you to remember your own experience of creating something
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as a child—smudging paint on a piece of paper, building a sandcastle, drawing
your family with those perfect color crayons, or maybe something much more
daring or challenging. How did it feel?

I once was a high school student enrolled in the highly sought-after ceramics
and pottery course at Columbia Heights High School. Mr. Dave Gehrke was
the master teacher (and my hockey coach), and he inspired us to create with
imagination and wild abandon. Some of us were naturally gifted to work with
this clay media—others, such as myself, were discovered to be master “ash
tray makers!” One day, while struggling to make a coffee cup, another very
talented student took the time and effort to assist me with my artistic vision—
using her own gifted hands to guide me in making a cup which featured a
mustached man’s face. It still graces the bookshelf in my home office. This
fellow student helped me tap into my own creative self, and with my own great
humility, accept the grace and God-given talent she possessed shared, to
allow me to shine.

And what did you do with your creation? Did you keep it to yourself? Or, did
you quickly run to proudly show it to your friends or teacher or parents? Did
you make your creation a gift to another person? What did you feel in sharing
or giving?

We as Christians talk about humility a lot. We talk about it as a central virtue, as
an antidote to pride, as a way of relating to others as fellow children of God.
We walk humbly. We talk of humble status, of humble actions, of building and
cultivating habits of humility. And all the while, so many of the expectations we
face and the performance that is required of us pushes back against that ideal,
requiring us to compete against one another, to distinguish ourselves above
others. It can be a demoralizing juggling act.

Now, recall your childhood creation. In these memories of creating and sharing
and giving, in feelings of joy and contentment and, yes, even pride. I think we
can capture not just something of what it means to be a child, but also what it
feels like to be free in our acts of creation and generosity. What if feels like to
be free of the learned limits of expectation and performance.

And, perhaps what it feels like to be humble like a child. The humility of a child
is not about carefully cultivated habits or low status. Rather, a child’s humility is
about how it feels to revel in messy finger painting, tolerating coloring outside
the lines, to dig through drawers for that one perfect but forgotten toy, to go
from fighting to playing with a classmate in the playground in the blink of an
eye.

A child’s humility is a sharing in God’s own freedom. How, in other words, it
feels to bear God’s image in the world—rejoicing in the acts of creation,
valuing the lost and forgotten, and forgiving again and again—unrestricted by
expectations or performance or anything other than a desire simply to be in
God’s image.

​In being called to be humble like a child, we are being called to shed so much
of what we have learned to feel is valued in the world, and what we have found
to be sources of constraint and limit. We are called to recover childlike
freedom, and, in doing so, to discover that we might find there our true being
as children of God. And to be proud of that. As proud, even, as we were of our



own realistic drawings of Grammy and Papa.

Adult Formation News

Needed: Several people who are interested in planning Adult Formation! We
need to plan for future programs, as well as people who will assist in leading
and supporting classes. Background in education or training is not required,
but helpful. Please contact Marilyn+ for more information.

Fall Adult Formation: “Practicing the Way” by John Mark Comer
Sundays, 9:15 - 10:15 - October 12 through November 23 - Parish Hall
This fall we offer this series that is highly recommended by several churches in
our diocese. How do we actually follow Jesus? How do we learn to do what
Jesus did? We’ll watch a video together, spend time discussing what we’ve
learned, and practice that piece. If there is sufficient interest, the discussion
and practice piece may be offered after the 10:30 service as well. Books and
workbooks are available at Amazon, but are not required. More information
will be available soon.

Please contact Marilyn+ with any questions



What Would Jesus Drink?

You might like to know when and where Jesus is
drinking:

September 14 - White Bear Meadery - 3-5 PM -
1320 County Road D Circle, Maplewood
Drink mead like a Viking! Yes, it says that on their
website. Mead is a fermented honey beverage
seasoned with spices or fruits. Wide range of flavors, all from Minnesota-
sourced ingredients. Heggies pizza, cheese curds and soft pretzels available.
Dog friendly! (Please note change: WAS Sept. 7)

October 5 - Broken Clock Brewing Cooperative - 1712 Marshall St. NE Mpls
Long list of beers and seltzers - hoping for a warm day to try the Limoncello
Slushy. You've probably had Aki's Breadhaus pretzels at other venues around
town. They're just next door, but they'll be closed at that time. If you're hungry,
Unidos Food Co. is there, along with Curioso Coffee if you require a pick-me-
up. Broken Clock is dog friendly!

WWJD events are on Sunday afternoons from 3-5. Join us for any or all of
these events. Come for a quick drink or stay a while. Bring the pooch!

​Marion Hunner,
Director of Children's
and Youth Ministries

School Supplies
Many thanks to everyone who donated to our
School Supply Drive. The folks at the Roseville
School District Center were thrilled when I
arrived with the back of my van full of School
Supplies!
 
Pre-YE - Saturday Oct 4 (3:00 pm) to Sunday Oct 5 (12:30 pm), 2025 HERE at
St. Christopher's! This fall retreat for students in grades 6-8 will take place on
October 4-5, 2025, and will be a space for young people to come together to
play, pray, and grow. Participants will pray together and play together as we
explore deeply what it means to each of us, as individuals and as a community,
to be beloved by God and to follow the way of Jesus. This retreat will cost $50.
Use this link to Register before September 1 to receive a 25% discount! This
fee will cover meals, snacks, lodging, supplies, and our Saturday night fun!
Scholarships are available from the Brian N. Prior Youth Scholarship Fund.

Start Up Sunday and Backpack Blessing September 7th

This will be our final Together at 9:30 service. Bring your backpacks,
briefcases, lunch boxes, etc. to our worship service, and we will lift up students
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of all ages, as we begin a new school year. Marion will have special bag tags
at the Children and Youth table in the parish hall where you can also register
for fall programming, sign up to acolyte, and learn about upcoming events.
 
Parent Meeting Sunday, September 14
All parents of kids in kindergarten-high school are invited to the Parish Hall
following the 10:30 service on Sunday, September 14, where we will talk about
plans for the program year. If you can’t make this meeting, please feel free to
reach out to Marion individually.
 
Hayride - Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 1st. We meet at Bunker
Park Stables (Andover) at 4pm. Horses will pull our hayride through the
beautiful woods at Bunker Park followed by a bonfire and potluck supper.
Family and friends are welcome – this is an All Ages event. Click Here to
register or find Marion on Sunday mornings during coffee hour.

St. Christopher's Crossings Book Group
Greetings and Blessings,
We will reconvene for the Autumn in the Gathering Room:  
September 18th:  Founding Mothers by Cokie Roberts; While much has
been written about the men who signed the Declaration of Independence,
battled the British, and framed the Constitution, the wives, mothers, sisters and
daughters they left behind have been little noticed by history.

At our September meeting, we will discuss books for January through
May. Watch this space.

If you wish more information or a link to our reading list you can contact us: 
Angela Robinson, angela.robinson.elohim@gmail.com
Rev. Marilyn 

Start Up Sunday is September 7th!

Start Up Sunday is our last chance to be Together for worship at 9:30 AM,
before we return to two services, at 8:00 and 10:30 AM, and begin our program
year. Join us in the Parish Hall after the 9:30 service for an Outreach and
Ministries "Information Fair" during coffee hour.  Learn about the many things
going on in the Parish and how you can get involved.  There is something for
everyone! There will also be opportunities to sign up for the Fall Hayride, sign
up to be an Acolyte (adults are welcome, too, just ask!), and to just enjoy
having all of us together.

Vestry Shorts

A new circulation pump was recently installed in the boiler.

The south steeple repair did not work as well as we hoped. We will be seeking
another opinion about how best to repair the south steeple.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDPw1EzBL6N5kBLA5uhMJz9Pkh2kom1lWezxulu7mO2mC1qA/viewform?usp=header


Due to an increase of families with children attending on Sunday, Sunday School
will resume.

Work continues to clean up the gardens and flower beds. We have contacted a
retired landscape architect for assistance, with a focus on the south side gardens
and low-maintenance plantings.

After a hiatus, Hearts and Hands will resume in September. Meals on Wheels is
going well. Please contact Sally Brown if you wish to volunteer for Meals on Wheels.

Two recent funerals used flowers from the St. Christopher's garden. We continue to
have a good relationship with our regular caterer. Please contact Cheryl Warkentien
if you wish to volunteer at funerals.

A sinkhole near the choir door required emergency repair to beat State Fair parking.
The repair was covered under warranty by the construction company.

The Vestry discussed the possibility of moving to one service permanently. No
decision was reached.

Start-up Sunday is September 7. This is the last 9:30 am service.

St. Christopher's community will be training a deacon intern. She will be at St.
Christopher's for approximately 2 years.

St. Christopher's will host a Pre-YE overnight for 6-8 grade students October 4-5.

Shout outs: All the funeral workers who help things go smoothly!

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact a Vestry member.

SEPTEMBER Calendar

1 Monday – LABOR DAY – Last State Fair Parking Day
Office Closed
 
2 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
3 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
4 Thursday
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
 
5 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM



 
6 Saturday
10 AM Stephanie Mann Visitation – Chapel
11 AM Stephanie Mann Funeral Service- Reception follows
 
7 SUNDAY --13th Sunday after Pentecost
START UP SUNDAY! LAST Together at 9:30!
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist and Backpack Blessing
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
8 Monday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 4:45 PM
 
9 Tuesday
10 AM SG Peer Group – Gathering Room – to 12 PM
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
10 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
11 Thursday
10 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 11 AM
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
 
12 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
6:00 PM Event Fair Dinner at the Rector’s home - Offsite
 
13 Saturday
 
14 Sunday – 14th Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
3 PM What Would Jesus Drink? – Offsite at White Bear Meadery
 
15 Monday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 4:45 PM
5:30 PM Finance Committee – Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry – Parish Hall
 
16 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
10 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 11 AM
10 AM Tuesday OA - #218
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM



7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
17 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
18 Thursday
10:30 AM Hearts and Hands – Parish Hall
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
6 PM St. Christopher’s Crossings Book Group – Gathering Room
 
19 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
20 Saturday
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10 AM
 
21 SUNDAY—15th Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
22 Monday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 4:45 PM
 
23 Tuesday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
24 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
25 Thursday
1:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
26 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
27 Saturday
9 AM ECMN Mustard Seed Community Gathering – Parish Hall – to 1 PM
1 PM Event Fair Lunch at the Rector’s Home - Offsite
2 PM Private Event – Parish Hall – to 5 PM
 
28 Sunday – 16th after Pentecost
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist



9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
2 PM GSVLOC—Parish Hall – to 4 PM
 
29 Monday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
 
30 Tuesday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office before scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

​I hope you have enjoyed the September e-Traveler! Did you
have fun at the Fair? Are you excited about back-to-school?

This issue sneaked(?) up fast on me, because I scheduled my
vacation in the week I would usually be putting it together! I
hope nothing has been left out due to early production.

Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church
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Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon
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Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:
Recorded Sermons for each Sunday are on our website.

Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:



Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Summer Sunday Schedule:
Through September 7

9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship

Sundays:
Beginning September 14!
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship
9:15 AM Adult Forum

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM
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