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Be Christ.
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Kinship by Fr. Randy+

| have to tell you all—the most favorite time of my life is happening in just a few
days—February 6, 2026 is the opening ceremonies for the Winter Olympic
Games in Milan, Italy. | guess | have such a strong affinity for the Winter
Games because of all of the winter sports activities my family has participated
in as a native Minnesotan. We downhill and Nordic ski race, we figure, hockey,
and speed skate, we snowboard—we relish being the sturdy northern folk who
revel in our cold, snowy, and icy domain. Northern lights and all, we are hardy
Nordic stock.

While | was a student at the University of Minnesota in the late 1970s, | had
the great pleasure of being an icemaker at Mariucci Arena—home of the 3-time
National Champion Golden Gopher hockey team. Yup, | was the one driving
the Zamboni ice resurfacer for the three-year championship run under famed
coach Herb Brooks. Herb was selected as the 1980 Olympic hockey team


http://www.stchristophers-mn.org/

coach—the team which won the gold medal over the vaunted Soviet Union’s
Red Army Olympic team. A totally crazy outcome where a rag-tag group of
individual U.S. college hockey players needed to come together as a focused
unit to overcome the hockey powers of the world.

The elite players selected for this 20-player roster were about 10 Minnesota
Gophers, but the remaining roster was selected from a cross-section of
collegiate All-Americans from all over the east coast. Gopher players must now
meld into the other former “adversary team players” to make a cohesive,
forward focused brotherhood—dedicated to the winning of the Olympic gold
medal against overwhelming odds.

We don’t always get to choose the people in our lives. Classmates, coworkers,
bosses, neighbors...most of these people just kind of show up without our say
so. We do not choose these people, yet they form a huge part of our lives.

In the gospel of Mark 3:13-19, we hear a beautiful story of Jesus calling twelve
of his followers up to a mountaintop to appoint them as apostles. It is one of
my favorite images of the apostles. These twelve followers of Jesus—some of
them related by blood, some of them who had known each other for a while,
and some of them who were strangers until they started following Jesus, all
making their way up the mountaintop together. | try to imagine how they must
have felt in that moment, that mixture of excitement and anxiety knowing their
mission was about to begin.

| think it is fair to say that the Apostles were successful in their mission—just
like the 1980 gold-medal USA Olympic hockey team. These twelve human
beings learned to live, work, and pray together while spreading the food news.
Here we ate about two thousand years later, a product of their mission, and still
learning how to live, work, and pray together, but now with our eight billion
fellow human beings on this earth.

The Apostles did not all choose one another, yet for the most part, they made it
work. At every stage of our life, we will be continually confronted with a similar
challenge. The people we deal with will not always be those we would have
chosen to deal with. This is true in the business office, the school, the church,
the Divine Office, and the Oval Office.

We will continually be affected by the actions of other people and we will
continually be confronted by circumstances beyond our control. We will feel
powerless over so many things, but that does not mean all hope is lost. We
have the God given gift of free will. We have the ability to choose our response
to the turmoil and trauma of life. We have the power to try our best to
communicate with one another and navigate our way through the messes we
inherit. We have one another and our shared experiences to lean upon.

Certainly these times are tough and fear is in the air. We must do our best to
keep breathing and moving forward. These days are not beyond the salvation
of God. We continue our apostolic mission on day at a time, one forward step
at a time.

We also have God. And, that's good. It's easy to lose sight of God in our hikes
up and down the mountains of life. Above all else, we must take time, or at
least take a time out for a breather, and remember why it is that we are here.
To serve God. Amen.
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Marion Hunner
Director of Children and Youth Ministries
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Dungeons and Dragons — Youth from several faith communities in the East
Metro Mission Area (EMMA) meet quarterly to participate in Dungeons and
Dragons campaigns. We usually have about 20-25 youth engaging in 4-5
different campaigns. The leaders put the groups together based on age,
experience and personality. Marion and Roland have been appreciating

building community with other EMMA folks, and February 1St will be our fourth
time attending this event.

Bible Story Project — We are looking forward to recording two more Bible
stories, hopefully in February and March. This is an ongoing project in which
we gather to explore a story of the Bible and then don costumes and record it.
Once the videos are edited, we will gather in the spring for a watch party. At the
watch party we will discuss the stories and how they are connected to each
other and our world today and plan a presentation for Adult Education.

Acolyte Conversations — On the Sundays when acolytes are serving (which
is most Sundays!) we meet in the Gathering Room at 10am to check in and



discuss the service. In addition to the two acolytes who are on the schedule,
we invite all children and youth to join us.

Diocesan Youth Event — This is the high school youth retreat sponsored by
ECMN, and it will be held at Grace Episcopal Church from February 28-March
1. Marion and two youth will be attending. Please pray for us as we pray and
play together and explore deeply what it means to each of us, as individuals
and as a community, to be beloved by God and to follow the way of Jesus.

Pre-YE April 25 & 26 | St. John the Evangelist, Saint Paul

Registration is open!

Gavin is thirteen years old, and his energy enters the room before he does. He
loves to laugh, is routinely getting some sort of game going, and is always
making friends wherever he goes. Gavin has been part of every Middle School
Retreat and Youth Camp since they restarted in 2023. And, if you were to ask
him what his favorite part of these events are, his answer might surprise you!
Would he say, "snacks and candy"? No! Would he say, "Zombies (game)"? No!
Would he say, "Baseball"? Surprisingly, no!

Gavin's favorite part of these retreats is that each night before bed, our time
closes with Compline. Gavin loves compline, and how it gives him a simple
liturgy that unites his faith at camp with his spiritual practices at home. He can
join in God's project of healing the world with love at summer camp by a lake,
just as well as he can at home with his younger siblings.

To experience games, candy, and yes, Compline with Gavin, come to Pre-YE
at St. John the Evangelist in Saint Paul on April 25 & 26.
Registration is live! Register here.

Lenten Schedule

February 18: Ash Wednesday: Services at 12:15 PM
and 7:00 PM.

Wednesdays February 25-March 25: Way of the
Cross at 7:00 PM

Holy Week:

Maundy Thursday, April 2: Holy Eucharist at 7:00 PM

Good Friday, April 3: Worship for Good Friday at 12:00 PM and
Way of the Cross at 7:00 PM

Holy Saturday, April 4: 9:00 AM

Easter, April 5: Holy Eucharist at 8:00 and 10:30 AM

Upcoming Sunday Forums
Join our Sunday Forum on February 1 as we finish our exploration of the Book
of Common Prayer, and re-familiarize ourselves with its rich history and
purpose. Re-discover our sacred rites, beautiful prayers, and resources. We
will explore how we use the BCP today in our worship, and how you can
incorporate the Book in your daily life. Please join us in the Parish Hall at 9:15
to learn and share your experience with our BCP.
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Fixing How We Pay for Health Care,
Now That We’ve Tried Everything Else

Anne C. Jones MA, BSN, RN
Vice-Chair of the Board of Health Care for All Minnesota

GARE
FORALL
Minnesota

What is the impact of our multi-payer system on health spending in the
U.S. and in Minnesota, on overall health outcomes, on individuals,
families, and businesses? What’s the answer? Are there steps we can
take? Haven’t we already tried? What are some of the barriers to change?
What are the principles and features of a comprehensive, affordable, high
quality health care system that would cover all Minnesotans? How can
you help us fix how we pay for health care in MN and in the U.S.? Status
of current health care-related legislation. Impact of the 2025 Continuing
Resolution/Budget Law on Medicaid and health care costs/access.

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
2300 Hamline Avenue North
Roseville, MN 55113
Sunday, Feb 8, 2026, 9:15 am

St. Christopher's Lenten Soup
Suppers 2026

Need a break from cooking? In a hurry to get to
Wednesday church activities? Join us for dinner and
fellowship Wednesdays during Lent at St. Christopher's!

In the spirit of a reflective Lenten Journey, this meal will be simple fare. A basic

soup supper will be available in the parish hall on Wednesdays during Lent
from 5:30-7:00 pm.

For those who are interested, soup suppers will be followed by The Way of the
Cross service at 7:00 pm throughout Lent (February 25-March 25).

Dinner will consist of three soup options (including gluten free and vegetarian),
a simple salad, bread, and dessert. A vegan option will be available upon
request.

If you would like to volunteer, please click on this link to sign up.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45A9AD2BA7F85-61644182-copy

Questions? Contact Kim Johnson (651.210.7077) or Ann Trapnell
(651.325.8801)

Hearts and Hands

Hearts and Hands met on January 15 and made two fleece blankets for My
Very Own Bed. We also donated new items to accompany the fleece blankets,
including pillows, pillow cases, sheets, blankets, and stuffed animals. The
group signed Valentine cards created by Jane Suilman to send to our
homebound parishioners.

Plastic Free Challenge

https://tcplasticfree.ecochallenge.org/

Join the challenge today! This February, be
part of the solution to reduce waste and
address climate change. The Green Team is
encouraging the congregation to explore and
join an action group! The challenge runs
through February and empowers participants
to reduce plastic use in ways that fit their
lifestyles. With more than 80 actions to choose from in eight categories,
participants can customize their journey to minimize their footprint.

To join the challenge, sign up at tcplasticfree.ecochallenge.org. Create a
profile, select up to five one-time actions and five daily actions, check off the
things you already do, and start tracking your progress.

Green Team


https://tcplasticfree.ecochallenge.org/
http://tcplasticfree.ecochallenge.org/

Vestry Shorts
The Vestry met on January 12, a week early, in order to approve the 2026
Budget for the Annual Meeting on the 18th.

Christmas services went well. We are currently in Epiphany, and preparing for Lent.
The new Communion Set is underway and we are cautiously optimistic that it will be
done in time for Lent.

The Epiphany Pageant went well.

Hearts and Hands is collecting pillows, bed linens, blankets, and comforters for the
My Very Own Bed organization.

The Event Fair collected $6,625. We have 24 events this year. Overall, everything
about the events had increased. Pay statements are pending and are expected to
be ready at the Annual Meeting.

The Vestry agreed to continue Lenten Soup Suppers.

The Vestry discussed potential candidates for Warden and Vestry.

We have 95 pledges. The pledged amount is less than expected. While there were 2
new pledges, we lost 3 pledges due to deaths and/or people moving away, and 10
are lower.

Further discussion of the choir room window was tabled until February.

The Vestry approved the 2026 budget ahead of the Annual Meeting on January 18,
2026.

Kathy Ackerman agreed to be a Convention delegate. Further discussion was
deferred until the Annual Meeting.

Father Randy intends to retire from the state in February 2026.

Josh is preparing some updated paintings for Stations of the Cross and intends to
have them done by Ash Wednesday.

Ann D. invited her sister-in-law to discuss Healthcare for All Minnesota during an
upcoming Adult Forum.

Shout-outs: Josh and outgoing vestry members.

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact a Vestry
member.

Help Wanted
Our Finance Team is looking for a member or two, in addition to those already
on board. Are you interested in how the church handles finances? Do you have
bookkeeping knowledge (not required!)? Just curious? Please speak to a
Warden, and come get to know us!



We are also looking for ONE Delegate to ECMN Convention (for a 3-year
term) and 2-3 Alternate Delegates. Please speak to a warden or Fr. Randy if
interested.

FEBRUARY Calendar

1 Sunday - 4th Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

9:15 AM Adult Forum

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

2 Monday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

3 Tuesday

8 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room — to 5 PM
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall

4 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM
6 PM Flute Lesson - #219

6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

5 Thursday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

6 Friday

(Office Closed)

2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 4:45 PM

5:30 PM Green Team Vegetarian Dinner Event - Offsite

7 Saturday

8 SUNDAY—5'" sunday after Epiphany

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

9:15 AM - Speaker: Anne C. Jones: Fixing How We Pay for Healthcare
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—~Parish Hall

1 PM GSVLOC - Parish Hall

9 Monday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

10 Tuesday
8:45 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 9:45 AM



10 AM SG Peer Group — Gathering Room — to 12 PM
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite

2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall

11 Wednesday

8 AM Kitchen: Prep for Blues Buster Bingo —to 5 PM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

6 PM Flute Lesson - #219

6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room

7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

12 Thursday
12:00 PM Blues Buster BINGO Event — Parish Hall—to 2 PM
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

13 Friday

Parish Hall prep for 4 PM event — All Day
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM
4 PM MN Chinese Day Care Event—to 6 PM

14 Saturday—Happy Valentine’s Day!
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 10 AM

15 Sunday -Last Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

1 PM GSVLOC — Parish Hall

16 Monday—Presidents’ Day

Office Closed

5:30 PM Finance Committee — Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry — Parish Hall

17 Tuesday

8 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room — to 5 PM
10 AM Tuesday OA - #218

2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

18 Wednesday—ASH WEDNESDAY
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM
5:30 PM Lent Soup Supper —to 7 PM

6 PM Flute Lesson - #219

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:00 PM Holy Eucharist

19 Thursday
10:30 AM Hearts and Hands — Parish Hall
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM



20 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

21 Saturday
5:30 PM Pub Supper Event - Offsite

22 Sunday -LENT 1

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—~Parish Hall
1 PM GSVLOC - Parish Hall

23 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

24 Tuesday
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

25 Wednesday

10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 11 AM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

5:30 PM Lent Soup Supper —to 7 PM

6 PM Flute Lesson - #219

6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room

7 PM Way of the Cross - Church

7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

26 Thursday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

27 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

28 Saturday
Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.

Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office before scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

| hope you have enjoyed the February e-Traveler!

| can hardly believe we are looking at Lent in the last half of
February! But, Lent always brings Spring to mind, so it's good
to get there! And there will be soup! Many thanks to all those
who make those wonderful dinner gatherings happen.




Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church

VESTRY:
Ann DePaolis-Jones, Sr. Warden; Bruce Warkentien, Jr. Warden
Ann Trapnell, Clerk; Bruce Warkentien, Treasurer

Kathy Ackerman; Jeff Jensen; Becky Lucas;
Angela Robinson; Jane Suilman; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:

Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator

Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
Karla S. Cole, Director of Music Ministries
Lyla Aaland, Deaconal Interim

Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon

Rev. Mary Rowe, Assisting Priest

Rev. Marilyn Baldwin, Assisting Priest

Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:

Live-stream and Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:
Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Sundays:

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship
9:15 AM Adult Forum
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church | 2300 Hamline Ave. N.
Roseville, MN 55113
651-633-4589 | Fax 651-633-7361 | www.stchristophers-mn.org
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