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Hello, St. Christopher's Community! Here is the January 1, 2026 e-Blast
AND

﻿the January 2026 e-Traveler - all in ONE!

From the Rector

The Rev.
Randy W. Johnson

Rector

Are You Prepared? by Fr. Randy+

I write this e-Traveler piece soon after listening to what I consider one of the
most sacred and celebratory moments of Christmastide. I have just spent a
portion of the Christmas Eve morning listening to MPR, our local classical
public radio station. This is an annual “pilgrimage” for me, as I cannot imagine
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Christmas Eve without the hearing of the performance of the Celebration of
Nine Lessons and Carols held at King’s College Chapel in Cambridge,
England. I hope and pray that every one of you has the opportunity to indulge
in the richness of this performance at least once in your life—you will never
approach the Christ Child laying in a manger the same after hearing the voices
and music of angels offered in this grand space and time. People line up
outside of the chapel for days before the evening service, in order to secure a
seat in the mammoth nave. And, over 750 million listeners from around the
world tune in to this annual BBC production—and it is soul stirring!

The interesting thing about this musical performance is that it hearkens back to
the time of King Henry VI, when he established a choir consisting of boys and
men to sing to the glory of God in the University Chapel. The massive and
imposing building itself was constructed in the years 1446-1515 and is flanked
with walls of stained glass windows reaching towards the heavens and an
amazing vaulted ceiling which in itself is an architectural masterpiece. The
massive interior space is lit by choir stall candles and wall sconces, projecting
flickering shadow and light throughout the space.

There are about 30 men and boys singing in this elite choir. They are selected
through competitive audition and each one is a music scholar in their own right.
The choir performs at many special services throughout the year, but the Nine
Lessons and Carols performance is the highlight of the season. The choir
practices and prepares for their performances until they are absolutely precise
and perfect in both tone and word. The men are the usual mix of superb
tenors, baritones, and bass voices, while the boys fill the alto and soprano
range with an angelic crystal-clear voice which pierces the air like nothing else
this side of heaven.  

There is a little known fact about the Nine Lessons and Carols performance
never fails to take my own breath away. You see, a handful of the boy
choristers who sing the ultra-high soprano line practice and fully prepare to
sing the traditional opening hymn’s first stanza; Once in Royal David’s City (pg
102; The Hymnal 1982):  

Once in Royal David’s city, stood a lowly cattle shed,

Where a mother laid her baby, in a manger for his bed:

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

This opening stanza is sung solo in the grand and hollow and cavernous
silence of the dimly candlelit cathedral. No supporting voices, no instruments,
no majestic organ accompanying this one small and tender boy’s voice.
Celestial tones emanate from his soul--piercing the darkness with tones of
sacred notes of light and life. The full choir and organ joins in on the second
verse of the hymn—completely filling the space with heavenly voice and song.
The most frightening aspect of this opening anthem is that none of the several
soprano-voiced boys knows which one of them will sing this all-impactful
opening stanza—the all-fulfilling statement that Jesus has been born of Mary,
and is Emmanuel—God with us!

As the choristers file into their choir stalls in silence, they stand at their
appointed places. An anticipative silence fills the entire space. Then, without
any previous discussion or decision-making conversation, the choirmaster



turns towards one of the young soprano boy choristers, and points directly to
him. The choirmaster raises his hands, and with a single strong downbeat…it
begins…

This one young boy chorister. He is the one chosen—in this very moment—to
alone sing these words of joy and wonderment and light to a darkened and
broken world.

Can you imagine the emotions coursing through his body? The fear and
anxiety melts away as his voice calmly and in sacred humility the words and
tones appear from his mouth.

The prophet Jeremiah responded to the Lord at his call and commissioning as
a prophet to the nations:  

“But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy,’ for you shall go to all to
whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you. Do not be
afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” (Jeremiah 1:7-8)

As with Jeremiah and the King’s College Chorister boys, we have practiced our
faith and prepared for the time in which we will be called to bear witness to
Christ Jesus in song, and word, and act. Do not be afraid, for Emmanuel—God
is indeed with us!

 Randy+



Upcoming Sunday Forums

Join our Sunday Forums on January 11, 25, and February 1 as we explore the
Book of Common Prayer and re-familiarize ourselves with its rich history and
purpose. Re-discover our sacred rites, beautiful prayers, and resources. We
will explore how we use the BCP today in our worship, and how you can
incorporate the Book in your daily life.  

Deacon Intern Lyla Aaland and Deacon Lyn Lawyer will lead these sessions.
Lyla recently completed this course in her studies, and Lyn will provide
scriptural and practical expertise. Please join us in the Parish Hall at 9:15 to
learn and share your experience with our BCP.

Marion Hunner,
Director of Children's
and Youth Ministries

Epiphany Presentation – Sunday, January 4th at 10:30
Please join us as we tell the stories of Advent and Christmas – a recap before
we head into the season of Epiphany. Most of our children and youth are
involved, as well as several adults.

Bible Story Project
We are looking forward to recording more Bible stories in the new year.
This is an ongoing project in which we gather to explore a story of the Bible
and then don costumes and record it. Once we have several stories recorded
and edited, we will gather for a watch party to discuss the stories and plan a
presentation for the congregation. Carol Duff is working closely with me on this
project, and we draw in other adults from our faith family.



Hearts and Hands
Hearts and Hands met on December 18, 2025 to send Christmas greetings to
our homebound parishioners and to enjoy a holiday lunch together.

Vestry Shorts
The Vestry met on December 15
.
The November 2025 vestry minutes were reviewed and approved.
A brief summary of the preceding finance meeting was provided by Bruce
Warkentien. Our finances are tracking as expected.

The Garden/Green Team recently toured the Environmental Center. Several
members went on a behind-the-scenes tour at the Como Conservatory. A
vegetarian meal is planned for February 2026.

At the time of this writing, Hearts and Hands will have sent Christmas cards to
the homebound.

Cynthia Verney's funeral is scheduled for January 3, 2026. Lunch will follow.

The Event Fair is in full force.

The Vestry discussed possibilities for vestry members and a junior warden.

The Vestry discussed the Stewardship campaign.

The coffee machine in the parish hall was recently repaired and appears to be
fully operational.

The choir room windows were discussed. Funds for this will be available in
2026. A second quote is being pursued.



The Annual Meeting will take place on January 18, 2026. The Vestry will meet
on January 12, 2026. They will finalize the food menu for the Annual Meeting
at that time.

Father Randy and clerk Robert Williams signed and dated the Clergy Housing
Allowance document. This document provides a tax allowance for clergy
members who rent or own their own homes.

Shout outs: Karen Hanna, for keeping our outdoor flower pots looking nice
year-round. Karla and the group for the “9 Lessons and Chorals’” performance.

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact a Vestry
member.

JANUARY Calendar

1 Thursday--Office Closed

2 Friday--Office Closed
 
3 Saturday
10 AM Cynthia Verhey Visitation - Chapel
11 AM Cynthia Verhey Funeral - Church
Reception follows
 
4 Sunday - Epiphany (Observed)
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
5 Monday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
6 Tuesday-Epiphany
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall
 
7 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
3:40 PM MN Chinese Day Care Dance Class - Parish Hall - to 4:10 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room

8 Thursday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM

9 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 4:45 PM
5 PM Private event - Parish Hall - to 9 PM
 



10 Saturday
 
11 SUNDAY—1st Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM - Adult Forum
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
12 Monday
Annual Reports Due!
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
5:30 PM Finance Committee – Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry – Parish Hall
 
13 Tuesday
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall
 
14 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
3:40 PM MN Chinese Day Care Dance Class - Parish Hall - to 4:10 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
15 Thursday
10:30 AM Hearts and Hands – Parish Hall
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM

16 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
Parish Hall Set Up for Tea Event on Saturday

17 Saturday
12 PM Tea Party Event - Parish Hall

18 Sunday – Epiphany 2
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11 Am ANNUAL MEETING - PARISH HALL
 
19 Monday--Martin Luther King, Jr.
Office Closed
 
20 Tuesday
10 AM Tuesday OA - #218
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
21 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
3:40 PM MN Chinese Day Care Dance Class - Parish Hall - to 4:10 PM



6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
22 Thursday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM
 
23 Friday
10:30 AM Conversation, Craft and Crunch Event - Parish Hall
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
24 Saturday
 
25 Sunday – Epiphany 3
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM - Adult Forum
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

26 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
27 Tuesday
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
28 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
3:40 PM MN Chinese Day Care Dance Class - Parish Hall - to 4:10 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room

29 Thursday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 7 PM
 
30 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
31 Saturday
(9:15 AM Group Set Up)
10 AM ECMN Mustard Seed Group - Parish Hall - to 2 PM
 
Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office before scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

﻿I hope you have enjoyed the January e-Traveler!



Please have a safe and Happy New Year!

Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church

VESTRY:
Josh Kattelman, Sr. Warden; Ann DePaolis-Jones, Jr. Warden
Robert Williams, Clerk; Bruce Warkentien, Treasurer

Kathy Ackerman; Darlene Cross;
Becky Lucas; Rich Pieper; Jane Suilman;
Ann Trapnell; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:
Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator
Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
Karla S. Cole, Director of Music Ministries
Lyla Aaland, Deaconal Interim
Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon
Rev. Mary Rowe, Assisting Priest
Rev. Marilyn Baldwin, Assisting Priest
Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:
Live-stream and Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:

Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Sundays:
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship
9:15 AM Adult Forum

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM
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