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The Gift of Hospitality by Fr. Randy+

Welcoming neighbors and those most in need of human connection is crucial,
but hospitality enriches the life of every human being. While we intrinsically
know this to be true, attention to some of the difficulties and complexities of
hospitality will, I trust, help us to undertake regular expressions of welcome
with more confidence and less hesitation.

Hospitality is a way of life fundamental to Christian identity (and other faith
traditions, for that matter.) Its mysteries, riches, and difficulties are revealed
most fully when practiced with intention. When I remember some of my
personal attempts and difficult experiences with hospitality, I am deeply
grateful for those times when I was forced to work through the failures. They
reshaped my naïve romanticism into something hardier—more substantial. I
am always equally thankful for faithful coworkers who refused to grow weary,
cynical, and cold in the midst of the sometimes hard work of hospitality.

Hospitality can come in many forms. It can come in the shape of warmly
welcoming new attendees and visitors, refugees, and troubled souls. It can
take the shape of embracing multi-ethnic friends—all sharing the joy of
simultaneously hearing the gospel or sung hymns in languages unfamiliar.
Post COVID—we have once again regained the appreciation of joining
together in the sharing of a meal or special event. These potluck gatherings
are always filled with animated conversation and deeper connection between
people. It is at these potluck gatherings where I learned to cherish being
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introduced to food which I was never entirely sure what I was eating, but it
usually tasted very good—and that fellowship tasted a bit like the Kingdom.

Hospitality to strangers and new friends also requires a sense of humility and
humor—especially the capacity to laugh at ourselves, to trust God to rescue us
and others from the unintended consequence of our good efforts, and to
continue on when we realized we misspoke or caused offense.

Hospitality is hard work. Each of us can and will experience the bone
weariness that comes with responding to unrelenting need. We must always
lean into our basic need of sustaining a spiritual life in the midst of ongoing
work. I am certain many of us have discovered just how heavy large pots of
soup can be, and just how precious it is to share a meal with a lonely person.
At St. Christopher’s, we have learned and experienced first-hand about
hospitality, and we are forever changed.

In the spirit of true hospitality, we are called to welcome one another across
racial and socioeconomic differences. With a profound power of the Holy Spirit
and the power of the gospel, we push past layers of superficial friendliness to
the deeper strata of respect, care, and honesty. This is not always easy or
comfortable, but it is an excellent context in which to think hard and boldly act
with integrity about hospitality to strangers as well as to sisters and brothers.

Radical hospitality. It is how we witness and participate and share in the
message of the gospel. It is where we powerfully act as followers of Jesus.
Through hospitality, we open our homes and our lives to strangers and
neighbors—with no pretense, no perfection, but ordinary faithfulness and
generosity. Our hospitality and welcoming presence forms us in our Christian
life—making us credible and inviting towards many who stay with us.

The mystery of hospitality is how often we sense God’s presence in the midst
of very ordinary activities. This, my dear friends, is Holy Ground. Let us make
room for hospitality and be amazed that more room becomes available to us
for life, hope, and grace.   Randy+  

What Would Jesus Drink?

You might like to know when and where Jesus is



drinking:

July 13 - Insight Brewing & Taproom -
2821 E Hennepin Ave, Mpls
Long list of beers from light to dark and in between -
lotsa different flavors of ale. Nice patio. Big parking lot.
Deep Roots food truck serving sandwiches, nachos
and pasties. Dog friendly!

August 3 - Forgotten Star Brewing Co. -
38 Northern Stacks Dr. Fridley
Big venue - enormous parking lot. Lots of cleverly named beers and several
that have won national awards. Hodgepodge food truck is serving typical bar
fare and the Fridley Lions' Club will be calling bingo. Dog friendly!

September 7 - White Bear Meadery -
1320 County Road D Circle, Maplewood
Drink mead like a Viking! Yes, it says that on their website. Mead is a fermented
honey beverage seasoned with spices or fruits. Wide range of flavors, all from
Minnesota-sourced ingredients. Heggies pizza, cheese curds and soft pretzels
available. Dog friendly!

October 5 - Broken Clock Brewing Cooperative - 1712 Marshall St. NE Mpls
Long list of beers and seltzers - hoping for a warm day to try the Limoncello
Slushy. You've probably had Aki's Breadhaus pretzels at other venues around
town. They're just next door, but they'll be closed at that time. If you're hungry,
Unidos Food Co. is there, along with Curioso Coffee if you require a pick-me-
up. Broken Clock is dog friendly!

WWJD events are on Sunday afternoons from 3-5. Join us for any or all of
these events. Come for a quick drink or stay a while. Bring the pooch!

​Marion Hunner,
Director of Children's
and Youth Ministries

Bible Story Project Presentation – Thank you for all of the kind words
following our presentation on June 8. If you missed it, click here to view the
videos that we made.

https://youtu.be/GAP10UBDaho


Road Trip: On the Go with God: Vacation Bible
School July 7-11, 2025!
I am getting VERY excited for our VBS program,
On the Go with God. This year we are
collaborating with St. John in the Wilderness from
White Bear Lake and St. Matthews from St. Paul. 
You may be wondering . . .how can you help?
 
Many Hands Make Light Work –
o On Sunday, July 6, following the service, we
need help transforming our sanctuary! Please see
me after the service to see how you can help!
o On Friday, July 11, we will need to tear everything down. If you are
available to arrive a little after 12:00 we would appreciate your help.
 
·   Celebrate – Join us on Sunday, July 13, to learn about our week together
and celebrate. The Fellowship Committed is making plans for that Sunday
following the service.
 
Looking Ahead . . .
In August we will be supporting children in the Roseville School District with
school supplies. If you start seeing sales, please go ahead and pick up
anything in the school supply section.

Hearts and Hands
Hearts and Hands met on June 19th and made two blankets for Masonic
Children's Hospital; and signed cards for our homebound parishioners to wish
them a happy 4th of July.

State Fair Parking to Return!
We are pleased to announce that we will again be a Park and Ride site for the
MN State Fair, this August. Dates are August 21-September 1. We are looking
for lots of volunteers to help park cars swiftly and efficiently! Can you give us a



4-or-5-hour shift? Sign Up sheets are in the upper Narthex, OR, sign up on line
with this great QR Code!

JULY Calendar
1 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
1 PM Flute Lessons – Music Room – to 1:45 PM
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
2 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
 
3 Thursday
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 4:45 PM
 
4 Friday – Independence Day!
Office Closed
 
5 Saturday
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10 AM
 
6 Sunday – 4th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
7 Monday
VBS Begins! 9 AM to Noon
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 4:45 PM
 
8 Tuesday
VBS! 9 AM to Noon
1 PM Flute Lessons – Music Room – to 1:45 PM
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
9 Wednesday
VBS! 9 AM to Noon



10 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 11 AM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
1:15 PM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 2:30 PM
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
 
10 Thursday
VBS! 9 AM to Noon
10 AM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 12 PM
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
 
11 Friday
VBS! 9 AM to Noon
 
12 Saturday
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10:30 AM
 
13 SUNDAY --5th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
3 PM W W J Drink? – Offsite at Insight Brewing, Mpls. – to 5 PM
 
14 Monday
 
15 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
10 AM Tuesday OA - #218
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
16 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
 
17 Thursday
1:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
18 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
19 Saturday
 
20 Sunday – 6th after Pentecost
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
21 Monday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
 
22 Tuesday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 



23 Wednesday
10:00 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 11 AM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
 
24 Thursday
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 4:45 PM
 
25 Friday
6:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
26 Saturday
 
27 Sunday – 7th after Pentecost
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
28 Monday
e-Traveler Deadline
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
 
29 Tuesday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
30 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
 
31 Thursday
9:00 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10 AM
 
 
Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office before scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

​I hope you have enjoyed the July-- e-Traveler!

I hope every one of our readers has a lovely summer, with some
time to vacation -- even at home -- to renew ourselves and enjoy
God's creation.

Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church



VESTRY:
Josh Kattelman, Sr. Warden; Ann DePaolis-Jones, Jr. Warden
Robert Williams, Clerk; Bruce Warkentien, Treasurer

Kathy Ackerman; Darlene Cross;
Becky Lucas; Rich Pieper; Jane Suilman;
Ann Trapnell; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:
Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator
Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
Karla S. Cole, Director of Music Ministries
Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon
Rev. Mary Rowe, Assisting Priest
Rev. Marilyn Baldwin, Assisting Priest
Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:
Recorded Sermons for each Sunday are on our website.

Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:
Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Summer Sunday Schedule:
Through September 7

9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM
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Roseville, MN 55113
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