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Hello, St. Christopher's Community!

Meet Christ.
Be Christ.

From the Rector

The Rev.
Randy W. Johnson

Rector

Needles and Pins vy Fr. Randy+

Each one of us has been given glorious gifts and talents by our creator God. It
is in the sharing of these qifts and talents that we are made richer and more
complete in our understanding and acceptance of the glorious life we are
called to live. But sometimes, exercising these gifts and talents require time,
effort, focus, and intention. To fully experience the joy received from sharing
these gifts and talents with the world, we sometimes need to step back and
view the work we accomplish from all angles. To acknowledge the hard work
and strong effort each one of us invests in fully becoming who God intends us
to be.

My wife, Kim, finds great joy in the creative work of quilting and needlework.
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She has fashioned and formed many, many quilts which she has freely shared
with many others. Kim has converted a bedroom in our home to her “sewing
room,” with sewing machines, cutting tables, and cabinets containing lots of
quilting supplies and fabrics. Needles and pins, galore! Sometimes, she jokes
that she is actually more of a fabric collector than a quilter!

An interesting feature of creative needlework is that if you have occasion to
study a quilt, where you can view both the front side and the back side. You
often discover that though the front side may be more beautiful, the back side
is more instructive, and shows all the quite-hidden work that has enabled what
is presented on the front side. And, | believe that is analogous to the way we
live in our own pilgrim life in this world. That is a fact of life.

There is a word which surfaces in Psalm 72 that has special application in
relation to the work of needles and pins—the work of a quilter.

2 For he delivers the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no helper.

3 He has pity on the weak and the needy
and saves the lives of the needy.

4 From oppression and violence he redeems their life,
and precious is their blood in his sight.

There is a word which surfaces in the Psalm 72 that is quite important. This
same word appears many times elsewhere in the psalter: pity. The word “pity”
comes from the same etymological root as our word “piety.” Pity is a holy
compassion, and it begins with God'’s piety. The Psalmist cries out;

“Have pity on me, Lord, for | am weak; heal me, Lord, for my bones are
racked.” (Psalm 6:2)

One of my most favorite prayers in An Order of Compline (BCP pg. 134) which
| pray daily:

“Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night,
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ;
give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted,
shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.”

Isn’t it so very assuring that God, as the master quilter, knows us: knows what
we present “up front,” and knows from whence it all comes, our“back side.”
Our “back side” with all of the straggly strings and unfinished and inglorious
features. Isn’t it comforting that God who created us, calls us, uses us, is
thankful for us, knows us well, and pities us with a loving compassion.

We, each one of us, remember with both amazement and gratitude, remember
how to give witness to God who looks on all of us with such loving pity, and
with such promise. Needles and pins. Fabric and threads. All praise to God’s
glory. Just as we are. Thanks be to God. Randy+



Return to the Common Cup by Fr. Randy

Dear siblings in Christ;

| write you today to inform you of a change to the distribution of sacramental
wine during communion. Beginning Pentecost Sunday, June 8, 2025, we will
be returning to the use of the common cup at distribution of sacramental wine
during the communion. We will be ending the use of individual small cups at
this time. This change adoption is to be made in all parishes of the Episcopal
Church in Minnesota.

Bishop Loya has reminded us in a pastoral letter to clergy, that;“Since at least
the fourth century, the use of the common cup for Eucharistic wine has been

an important sacramental expression of how we who are many are one body,
because we all share in the one bread and one cup. For this reason, the rubrics
in the Book of Common Prayer are clear that there is to only to be one chalice
on the altar for the Eucharistic prayer. It is a powerful and important symbol of
our unity, our shared identity in Jesus, and our love, acceptance, and embrace
of one another. This symbolism, and this theology, are particularly poignant
and important in a season of deep divisions in our culture, and when so many
are being targeted and scapegoated for their difference.”

Early on in the pandemic, Bishop Loya gave permission to parishes to use
individual cups to distribute sacramental wine during communion. This was an
anomaly to the ancient and longstanding practice of receiving from a common
cup. Our bishop made this accommodation and exception for pastoral reasons
at that difficult time. A great number of congregations in our diocese have now
returned to the common cup. Bishop Loya has provided us pastoral guidance
that all diocesan parishes return to the use of the common cup by the Day of
Pentecost, June 8, 2025.

Bishop Loya shares with us; It has always been a teaching of the church that
receiving either the bread or the wine is to fully share in the communion and
benefits of Christ’s Body and Blood, and there have always been some who,
for a variety of reasons, chose not to receive in both kinds (bread and/or wine).
Partaking of either the bread or the wine, or both, is considered full



communion.

The issue of the common cup and its possible nexus to spreading of infection
has been studied by health scientists over the years. Those studies have
confirmed that there is very little risk, and almost no evidence, of infectious
diseases spreading in any significant way because of its use. However, the
practice of intinction (dipping the bread into the wine filled common cup) is far
less hygienic than drinking directly from the common cup. For this reason,
intinction will not be allowed during communion.

How we will continue to balance faithfulness to the church’s witness and
practice throughout the ages with the need to innovate in a new moment is an
ongoing challenge, We will continue to steward the traditions we’ve inherited
and promised as we navigate our way as followers of Jesus. If you have
questions or concerns about this return to Eucharistic practice of the common
cup, please speak with our clergy,

In God’s grace and peace. Randy+

Hospice Volunteer Opportunity
A few weeks ago we finished our Lenten series, “Ashes to Ashes,” with a
presentation from a representative from Saint Croix Hospice, which has a new
office in Roseville. Several people seemed interested in the possibility of
volunteering for their program, and they are always seeking good people to
add to their list. Are you interested in learning about this? Get more information
at www.stcroixhospice.com and choose “volunteer.”

Have questions? Contact Tara Van Berkom, Regional Volunteer Coordinator,
at 651- 735-3656, or email her at tvanberkom@stcroixhospice.com .

What Would Jesus Drink?

You might like to know when and where Jesus is
drinking:

June 1 - 56 Brewing- 3055 Columbia Ave NE Mpls
Their June calendar isn't out yet - but they usually
have a food truck and often have live music on
Sundays. Broad range of beers from a classic pilsner
to the seriously hoppy and a hazy. Dog friendly!

July 13 - Insight Brewing & Taproom- 2821 E Hennepin Ave, Mpls

Long list of beers from light to dark and in between - lotsa different flavors of
ale. Nice patio. Big parking lot. Deep Roots food truck serving sandwiches,
nachos and pasties. Dog friendly!

August 3 - Forgotten Star Brewing Co.- 38 Northern Stacks Dr. Fridley
Big venue - enormous parking lot. Lots of cleverly named beers and several
that have won national awards. Hodgepodge food truck is serving typical bar
fare and the Fridley Lions' Club will be calling bingo. Dog friendly!



September 7 - White Bear Meadery - 1320 County Road D Circle,

Maplewood

Drink mead like a Viking! Yes, it says that on their website. Mead is a fermented
honey beverage seasoned with spices or fruits. Wide range of flavors, all from
Minnesota-sourced ingredients. Heggies pizza, cheese curds and soft pretzels
available. Dog friendly!

October 5 - Broken Clock Brewing Cooperative- 1712 Marshall St. NE Mpls
Long list of beers and seltzers - hoping for a warm day to try the Limoncello
Slushy. You've probably had Aki's Breadhaus pretzels at other venues around
town. They're just next door, but they'll be closed at that time. If you're hungry,
Unidos Food Co. is there, along with Curioso Coffee if you require a pick-me-
up. Broken Clock is dog friendly!

WWJD events are on Sunday afternoons from 3-5. Join us for any or all of
these events. Come for a quick drink or stay a while. Bring the pooch!

Marion Hunner, Children & ‘YOUth‘
Director of T\
Children's and
Youth Ministries

Blessing of the Wheels - On Sunday, June 1, we will have a Blessing of the
Wheels following the 9:30 service. Bring your bikes, rollerblades, skateboards,
or anything else with wheels!

Sunday, June 8, Bible Story Project Presentation— During this program
year, we tried something new with Children and Youth Ministries. Using the
model of our Covid-inspired video Christmas presentations, we have created
similar videos with select Bible stories. The children and youth worked with
Marion, Carol, and other members of our faith community to explore and film
four Bible Stories. Our stories are done, and we are ready to share them with
the congregation. Please mark your calendar for Sunday, June 8, when the
kids will offer a presentation, including the videos of their Bible stories, during
coffee hour.



Also Sunday, June 8, Dungeons and Dragons Campaign— we will meet
with other youth at St. John the Evangelist from 2-5 pm for this event. Contact
Marion if you would like to participate.

Road Trip: On the Go with God— This is our
2025 Vacation Bible School theme. Our VBS
program will run July 7-11. Details are on our
website, and postcards are outside Marion’s office
— please help yourself and share widely. We are
collaborating with St. John in the Wilderness
(White Bear) and St. Matthew’s (St. Paul) this year.
Registration is available on our

website: https://www.stchristophers-
mn.org/vbs.html

Participants are age 3 — 5" or 6th grade (deadline June 20)
Youth Volunteers have completed 6" — 12! grade (deadline June 1)

Adult Volunteers are . . . well, older than that! Please let me know if you
are interested.

How can you help??
1. Please mark your calendar to help with setting up on Sunday, July 6 and/or
tear down on Friday, July 11.
2. Do you like to be outside? Do you like to work with kids? We are looking for
an adult to lead our games station, and a second adult in a supporting role.
This would be 3 20-minute sessions, and everything is already planned. Please
see Marion for more details.
3. Also, we would like to borrow (or keep) the following items. Please let
Marion know if you have them to share.

Vintage maps

Vintage suitcases/trunks

"Duluth Packs" — large and old

Bluetooth speaker that will work in the sanctuary space
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Vestry Shorts
Volunteer Wanted:
A tech-savvy individual to help keep our website up to date, in collaboration
with Ruth. If you enjoy technology and are detail oriented, this could be for you.
Contact Ann DePaolis-Jones if interested. depjones89@agmail.com

JUNE Calendar
1 Sunday -
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Bike/Wheels Blessing — North Entry (after service)
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
1 PM GSVLOC - Parish Hall — to 56 PM
3 PM What Would Jesus Drink? -Offsite at 56 Brewing--to 5 PM

2 Monday

9 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 10 AM

10 AM MN Chinese Day Care Dance Practice — Parish Hall—to 11 AM
4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7 PM

3 Tuesday

8 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room — to 5§ PM

10 AM MN Chinese Day Care Dance Practice — Parish Hall—to 11 AM
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels — Offsite

4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

6 PM Pickleball (Event Fair) — Offsite

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

4 Wednesday

10 AM MN Chinese Day Care Dance Practice — Parish Hall— to 11 AM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7:30 PM

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room

5 Thursday
10 AM MN Chinese Day Care Dance Practice — Parish Hall—to 6 PM
5 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7 PM

6 Friday
8 AM MN Chinese Day Care Practice and Graduation — Parish Hall—to 8 PM
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

7 Saturday
4 PM Private Use — Parish Hall—to 7 PM

8 Sunday — PENTECOST

9:30 AM Holy Eucharist

10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

10:30 AM Bible Stories Presentation by Children and Youth

9 Monday
4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM
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10 Tuesday

10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library —to 11 AM
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

11 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

1:15 PM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 2:30 PM
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7:30 PM

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room

12 Thursday
5 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM
6:30 PM (Event Fair) Women and Wine --Offsite

13 Friday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

14 Saturday
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 10 AM
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room — to 10:30 AM

15 SUNDAY—TRINITY — Father’s Day
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

16 Monday

4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM
5:30 PM Finance Committee — Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry — Parish Hall

17 Tuesday

8 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room — to 5§ PM
10 AM Tuesday OA - #218

4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

18 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7:30 PM
6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room

19 Thursday

10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library —to 11 AM

11 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room — to 12:30 PM
10:30 AM Hearts and Hands — Parish Hall

5 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

20 Friday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

21 Saturday —-SUMMER ARRIVES!



22 Sunday - 2"9 after Pentecost
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

23 Monday
4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

24 Tuesday

10:30 AM Meals on Wheels — Offsite

4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

25 Wednesday

10:45 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 12 PM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7:30 PM

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room

26 Thursday
4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

27 Friday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

28 Saturday

29 Sunday - 3 after Pentecost
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

30 Monday
e-Traveler Deadline
4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office befare scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

| hope you have enjoyed the June--ALREADY!--e-Traveler!

| look forward to baking winter, and some recent chilly, rainy
days, out of my bones. | look forward to more flowers, and |
anticipate watching the Giving Garden flourish.

Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church



VESTRY:
Josh Kattelman, Sr. Warden; Ann DePaolis-Jones, Jr. Warden
Robert Williams, Clerk; Bruce Warkentien, Treasurer

Kathy Ackerman; Darlene Cross;
Becky Lucas; Rich Pieper; Jane Suilman;
Ann Trapnell; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:

Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator

Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
Karla S. Cole, Director of Music Ministries
Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon

Rev. Mary Rowe, Assisting Priest

Rev. Marilyn Baldwin, Assisting Priest

Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:
Recorded Sermons for each Sunday are on our website.
Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:
Saint Christopher’'s Episcopal Roseville MN

Summer Sunday Schedule:
Through September 7
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM -4 PM

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church | 2300 Hamline Ave. N.
Roseville, MN 55113
651-633-4589 | Fax 651-633-7361 | www.stchristophers-mn.org

STAY CONNECTED

0006

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church | 2300 Hamline Ave N | Roseville, MN 55113 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

C Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


http://www.facebook.com/StChristophersRoseville
http://www.twitter.com/stchristophermn
https://www.instagram.com/stchristophermn/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

