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Hello, St. Christopher's Community!

From the Rector

The Rev.
Randy W. Johnson

Rector

This Little Light of Mine by Fr. Randy+

“His face shone like the sun and his clothes became white as light.” (Matthew
17:2)

This past Sunday, the 2026 Winter Olympic Games came to a close. It is rather
sad for me to know that this grandest of spectacles has ended. | wish we could
continue to experience the superhuman efforts in sports from these superbly


http://www.stchristophers-mn.org/

trained and gifted athletes. The Winter Olympics are held in the deep midwinter
—the days in which the northern hemisphere experiences its longest and
darkest nights. It is not lost on me the symbolic importance of the Olympic
flame shining brilliantly over the ruggedly beautiful topography of the Italian
mountains and villages.

It is also most interesting that at the opening and closing of the Winter Olympic
Games ceremonies, the grand and brilliantly shining signature flame is but a
tiny lamp—a little, flickering, and tapered tip of flame. | am taken back by the
enormous and brilliantly shining Olympic Caldron light reflecting against the
dazzlingly white snow which was breathtaking—and in complete contrast to the
tiny, flickering flame held in a single human’s hand as it was brought in to the
Olympic stadium.

All of this imagery reminded me of the transfiguration of Jesus on the
mountaintop story as written in Matthew 17:2. St. Thomas Aquinas used an
analogy. He said that if an archer is going to shoot his arrow straight, he needs
to see the target. This imagery is similar to the Olympic biathlon athletes, who
Nordic ski race for great distances, then stop to rapid-shoot at a tiny metal disc
target—a target the size of a golf ball fully fifty meters (142 feet) downrange.
Having a keen eye and a steady hand is required.

Aquinas also said that we can’t know which road to take unless we know the
destination. And when the road is difficult, knowing that we're headed to a
great destination can make the difficult journey worthwhile.

How does all of this apply to the transfiguration? Aquinas said that when Jesus
was transfigured, he gave Peter, James, and John a glimpse of their own
future. They saw Jesus in his heavenly glory, and embedded in that miracle
was the promise that all who follow him would also be filled with his glory. As
St. Paul told the Philippians, God will “change our lowly body to conform with
his glorified body” (3:21).

Jesus knew that he was headed toward his own suffering and death. He knew
that the disciples would be shaken to the core by the events of his passion,
and that the road ahead of them would involve hardship and suffering. So he
revealed his glory to them to give them a glimpse of their own target. He gave
them a foretaste of their own future glory, and that revelation strengthened
them for the difficult path ahead.

| believe the transfiguration account strengthens us for our life journey, too! We
are at the start of Lent, but we know that the time will come when we will see
Jesus suffer greatly and be raised up on a cross between two criminals. That's
the time to remember the transfiguration, when his glory shone brightly on the
mountain. Even in his suffering, Jesus knew what his destination was:
resurrection. And in our struggles, we can look toward our destination—
heavenly glory, in union with Jesus!

In the meantime, may our little lights of Christ shine on in the darkness—Ilight
our pathway ahead—and never be extinguished.
Randy+



Marion Hunner
Director of Children and Youth Ministries

March 2026

Bible Story Project — We had fun recording another Bible story in February,
and we are scheduled to complete the last one in March. Following that, we
hope to prepare a presentation for the congregation.

DYE - Diocesan Youth Event — this is the high school retreat sponsored by
ECMN. We are probably attending this event as you read your E-traveler! Two
of our high schoolers, Jaime and Melodie, plan to attend. Please pray for us as
we pray and play together and explore deeply what it means to each of us, as
individuals and as a community, to be beloved by God and to follow the way of
Jesus.

Easter Vigil — We are looking forward to joining St. Matthew’s in presenting a
family friendly Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 4™. We did this last year, and it
was a great experience. All are welcome to attend the service at 4pm at St.
Matthew’s Episcopal Church in St. Paul.

Pre-YE Middle School Retreat — This is the middle school precursor to DYE,
which occurs twice each year. We have found this to be wonderful event — the
last one was at St. Christopher’s! Our students will attend, along with Marion
and Carol, on April 25-26.

Donation Opportunity — If you have fashion scarves (not winter scarves) that
you no longer need, we would love to add them to our costumes. They can be



left in Marion’s mailbox by the office or in the basket by her office door.

Summer Opportunities

¢ June 21-25 (Sun-Thurs) - ECMN Youth Camp for 6-12. We already have
two youth going. Register Here

¢ July 6-10 (Mon-Fri) - VBS at St. Christopher's. Registration will be
available by Easter

e July 20-22 (Mon-Wed) - Summer Connect. Join other East Metro youth
(grades 6-12). spending 1/2 day doing service work and 1/2 day doing
fun activities. 9am-5pm. More details to come. Please let me know if you
are interested — if we have interested students, | will engage in the
planning process.

e July 26-30 (Sun-Thurs) - ECMN Family Camp. Register Here

Meeting Them Where They Are

By Marion Hunner

Many of our children and youth are involved in sports, music,
and other endeavors. Jill, Carol, and | have been attending
some of these events to show support. In conversations with
parishioners, | have learned that others may be interested as
well. If you would like to be informed about these
opportunities (with no commitment to attend), please let me know. | will create
an email distribution list, and when parents tell me about performances,
sporting events, etc, | will share the details with the distribution list. Maybe you
can attend, maybe you want to say a prayer for them at home, maybe you
want to send them a note. Any way you would like to support our children and
youth is greatly appreciated.

Lenten Service Schedule
Wednesdays February 25-March 25: Way of the Cross at 7:00 PM

Holy Week:
Maundy Thursday, April 2: Holy Eucharist at 7:00 PM


https://onrealm.org/ECMN/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ODdjYThmZDItY2I3Zi00Y2JhLWI2ODgtYjM3YzAxNDM3YTE3
https://onrealm.org/ECMN/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MDg1MWEzNzUtN2VkZi00YTRjLTllZTUtYjM3YzAxNDI1Zjkw

Good Friday, April 3: Worship for Good Friday at 12:00
PM and

Way of the Cross at 7:00 PM

Holy Saturday, April 4: 9:00 AM

Easter, April 5: Holy Eucharist at 8:00 and 10:30 AM

St. Christopher's Lenten Soup
Suppers 2026

Please join us for dinner and fellowship Wednesdays
during Lent at St. Christopher's!

In the spirit of a reflective Lenten Journey, this meal will
be simple fare. A basic soup supper will be available in the parish hall on
Wednesdays during Lent from 5:30-7:00 pm. Feel free to drop in anytime!

For those who are interested, soup suppers will be followed by The Way of the
Cross service at 7:00 pm throughout Lent, with the final Wednesday supper
and service being held March 25",

Dinner will consist of three soup options (including gluten free and vegetarian),
a simple salad, bread, and dessert. A vegan option will be available upon
request.

If you would like to volunteer, please click on this link to sign up. We especially
need volunteers for the final March 25" supper.

Questions? Contact Kim Johnson (651.210.7077) or Ann Trapnell
(651.325.8801)

Hearts and Hands
Hearts and Hands prepared 354 packets of cookies for the Minneapolis
Community Kitchen to distribute with the meals that they provide to our un-
housed neighbors. We appreciate all the cookies that were baked by our fellow
parishioners to support this food ministry!


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45A9AD2BA7F85-61644182-copy

GREEN TEAM

The Green Team has some important dates for you to put on your calendar!

April 13" at 6:30 pm in the Parish Hall: A talk by Dr. Steve Jorissen, titled
“Here Comes the Sun (and Wind and Batteries): How we will transition to a
clean energy economy”

May 3" after the 8:00 am service: cleanup of Hamline Avenue
June 7™ bike blessing
Look out for more info to come on all of these events. Hope to see you there!

Green Team

Vestry Shorts

The vestry met on Monday February 16 and the following actions were taken:
The January Vestry Meeting minutes were approved.
The vestry covenant was reviewed and approved.

The new Lenten Communion Set, created by a local artist, has been delivered
and will be used starting Ash Wednesday. The vestry got a sneak peek of this



beautiful pottery.

The vestry approved a Mission Opportunities Grant in the amount of $3000 to
go to the Roseville Housing Stability Fund administered by St. Michael’s
church in conjunction with Do Good Roseville. The fund will provide rent relief
for Roseville families who have been impacted by Operation Metro Surge and
ICE.

Information about the Roseville Area Angel Assistance Fund was introduced.
This fund is administered by Keystone Community Services to provide a
central location to which to refer people in need or crisis. The vestry will
discuss next month whether or how we would like to be involved.

The annual Parochial Report was reviewed and approved.

We heard updates from our team liaisons.

Upcoming events include Lenten Soup Suppers followed by the Way of the
Cross Services, ongoing event fair offerings and a Hmong Service on March

14th.

The Vestry is planning a Vestry retreat on the morning of April 25th. This will
take the place of our regular April Vestry meeting.

Shout Outs: Ruth Thillen for taking care of ongoing parish needs; and Lyn
Lawyer for her willingness to be our Deacon on Wednesdays, and help with
Lyla’s training.

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact a Vestry
member.

Help Wanted

We are looking for 2-3 Alternate Delegates to ECMN Convention (for a 3-year
term). Please speak to a warden or Fr. Randy if interested.

MARCH Calendar

1 Sunday - Lent 2

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM Adult Forum

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—~Parish Hall

2 Monday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

3 Tuesday

8 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room —to 5 PM
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite

2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM



7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall

4 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons—#218 —to 7:30 PM

5:30 PM Lent Soup Supper—Parish Hall—to 7 PM
6:00 PM Flute Lesson—Room 219

6:15 PM Bell Choir—Balcony

6:30PM Wednesday AA—Gathering Room

7:00 PM Way of the Cross—Church

7:15 PM Parish Choir—Music Room

5 Thursday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

6 Friday
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 4:45 PM
3:30 PM Cello rehearsals - church - to 9 PM

7 Saturday
8:30 AM Private Spiritual Direction - Library
12 PM Cello Federation Education Day - Church, Classrooms - to 7 PM

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS - SPRING AHEAD!!!

8 SUNDAY—Lent 3

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

9:15 AM — Adult Forum

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

12:30 PM Rehearsal for Hmong Service - Church

9 Monday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

10 Tuesday

10 AM SG Peer Group — Gathering Room —to 12 PM
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall

11 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

1:15 PM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 2:30 PM
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

5:30 PM Lent Soup Supper—Parish Hall—to 7 PM
6 PM Flute Lesson - #219

6 PM EMMA Youth Vigil - Church - to 7 PM

6:15 PM Bell Choir - Music Room

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room

7:00 PM Way of the Cross—Church

7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

12 Thursday



3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

13 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM
5 PM Parish Hall set up for Hmong Service

14 Saturday
9 AM Hmong Khite Service & Meal - Church, Parish Hall

15 Sunday -Lent 4

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM — Adult Forum

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

16 Monday
5:30 PM Finance Committee — Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry — Parish Hall

17 Tuesday

8 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room — to 5 PM
10 AM Tuesday OA - #218

2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

18 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

1:15 PM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 2:30 PM
3:30 PM Cello Lessons—#218 —to 7:30 PM

5:30 PM Lent Soup Supper—Parish Hall—to 7 PM

6:00 PM Flute Lesson—Room 219

6:15 PM Bell Choir—Balcony

6:30PM Wednesday AA—Gathering Room

7:00 PM Way of the Cross—Church

7:15 PM Parish Choir—Music Room

19 Thursday
10:30 AM Hearts and Hands — Parish Hall
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

20 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

21 Saturday
1:30 PM Event - Speed Puzzle Competition - Parish Hall

22 Sunday -LENT 5

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM — Adult Forum

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

23 Monday



3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

24 Tuesday

10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 11 AM
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite

2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

25 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM
5:30 PM Lent Soup Supper —to 7 PM

6 PM Flute Lesson - #219

6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7 PM Way of the Cross - Church

7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

26 Thursday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

27 Friday
10 AM Bible Stories Recording Set Up - Parish Hall - to 2 PM
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

28 Saturday
12 PM Bible Stories Recording Event - Gathering Room, Parish Hall - to 5 PM
5 PM Fr. Toua - Gathering Room

29 Sunday - PALM SUNDAY
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM — Adult Forum

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—~Parish Hall

30 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

31 Tuesday
2:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office before scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

| hope you have enjoyed the March e-Traveler!



Hooray! Here comes SPRING! I'm hoping for those March
kites to be flying. (When | was a kid, it was too cold to fly
them in March!)

Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church

VESTRY:
Ann DePaolis-Jones, Sr. Warden; Bruce Warkentien, Jr. Warden
Ann Trapnell, Clerk; Bruce Warkentien, Treasurer

Kathy Ackerman; Jeff Jensen; Becky Lucas;
Angela Robinson; Jane Suilman; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:

Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator

Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
Karla S. Cole, Director of Music Ministries
Lyla Aaland, Deaconal Intern

Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon

Rev. Mary Rowe, Assisting Priest

Rev. Marilyn Baldwin, Assisting Priest

Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:

Live-stream and Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:
Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Sundays:

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship
9:15 AM Adult Forum
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM
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