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Hello, St. Christopher's Community!

Meet Christ.
Be Christ.

From the Rector

The Rev.
Randy W. Johnson

Rector

Three Funerals...and Spreading Rumors sy rr. Randy+

It has been an interesting couple of weeks around St. Christopher's—the
ending of Lent, the build-up to Holy Week, and the emotional swings of
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Day. But, that was not to be the
end of journey. Pope Francis died on Easter Monday and his funeral was
scheduled in the Vatican on Saturday. We also held a funeral of a beloved
parishioner at St. C’s that same day. On Monday, Kim and | attended the
funeral of a best friend’s mother in a tiny rural town in far western MN. Three
funerals—we know these things seem to always come in threes.

Each of these three funerals were markedly different, yet they were also
remarkably the same. The shapes of the next several days leading to a funeral
are very different from what we expected only moments before. Certain
activities must be cancelled, postponed, or squeezed in somehow. There will
be arrangements made for the church, liturgy to be planned, a sermon to write,
a visitation, church preparations, the service, the music, the luncheon, the
burial.

The funeral of even a humble pope as Francis is filled with grand ceremony
and spectacle. Angelic choirs, thousands upon thousands of mourners packed
into the space, parades of high-ranking clergy in brightly colored vestments. It
was a grand celebration for a well-beloved shepherd of the flock in the Roman
Church.
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The funeral at St. Christopher’s was as lovely and meaningful, yet on a more
personal scale. Family and friends gathered to honor and remember the life of
a good and faithful servant of the Lord, with uplifting scripture and song and
resurrection words.

The third funeral was held in a lovely, tiny-town Lutheran church, with family
members outnumbering the supportive friends in attendance. Local friends and
farmers from this 300-person town graciously took time to leave their early
spring farm work to be present at this intimate gathering. A deacon presided at
the funeral, and she had obviously had a very close relationship with the nearly
101-year-old saint who had died. Familiar resurrection words and hymns were
shared.

At each of the services, so varied in location, language, and attendees, held a
common thread of truth...and a spreading of rumors of our resurrection life in
Christ Jesus. The Book of Common Prayer contains a note that epitomizes
these burial services. It begins, “The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It
finds all its meaning in the resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the
dead, we, too, shall be raised.”

Dear friends in Christ, this is much more than a rumor spread and shared in
these disparate funeral gatherings. This is the truth of the Gospel message
proclaimed at funerals—which find all its meaning in the resurrection of Jesus.

I looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the
living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, singing with full voice,

"Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered

fo receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and blessing!"

Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in
the sea, and all that is in them, singing,

"To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!"

And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell

down and worshiped. (Revelation 5:11-14)

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white,
and where have they come from?” | said to him, “Sir, you are the one who
knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.

For this reason they are before the throne of God

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.

(Revelation 7:13-15)

Our beloved ones now stand in the company of God and the redeemed. The
rumor of the resurrection life is true. Aggie, Nancy, and Francis, each lived
humble lives of service and love of God and their neighbor. And now, they are
numbered among the ones robed in white, singing praises to God forever and
ever. May their souls and the souls of all the departed rest in peace. Amen.



Marion Hunner,
Children and Youth
Director

Easter Vigil

We joined the children and youth at St. Matthew’s for a Family Friendly Easter
Vigil. Our kids helped present the stories of Creation, Moses crossing the Red
Sea, and Jonah. We started outside with the Easter Fire, and processed in to
the Exultet. Fr. Christopher set the stage with a discussion about this time
between Good Friday and the Resurrection. MiaLisa, their Director of Children
and Youth Ministries, led us in lots of fun music, a palm procession, and the
story of the Resurrection followed by a celebration. Many thanks to Carol and
Josh for helping, and to our families for getting their kids there. We also
appreciate the 8 folks from St. Christopher’s who came to the service.



Sunday, June 8, Bible Story Project Presentation!

During this program year, we tried something new with Children and Youth
Ministries. Using the model of our Covid-inspired video Christmas
presentations, we have created similar videos with select Bible stories. The
children and youth worked with Marion, Carol, and other members of our faith
community to explore and film four Bible Stories. Our stories are done, and we
will be meeting in May to plan a presentation for the congregation. Please mark
your calendar for Sunday, June 8, when the kids will offer a presentation,
including the videos of their Bible stories, during coffee hour.
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Road Trip: On the Go with God

This is our 2025 Vacation Bible School theme.
Our VBS program will run July 7-11. Details
are on our website, and postcards are outside
Marion’s office — please help yourself and
share widely. We are collaborating with St.
John in the Wilderness (White Bear) and St.
Matthew’s (St. Paul) this year.

Green Team
The Green Team will be picking up trash along Hamline Avenue on Sunday,
May 4th. We will meet in the lower narthex at 9:00 am. Anyone is welcome to
join us.

Vestry Shorts

We noted good attendance at Easter this year, with a combined total of
approximately 195 people for both services.

Soup Suppers were well-attended.

Roland, Ellery, and Charlotte participated at the Easter Vigil at St. Matthew's in
St. Paul. Several St. Christopherians were in attendance. The presentation
was very good and well-received.

There was a funeral for Nancy Foster on April 26, 2025.

The Vestry approved $5,589 to replace the boiler's circulation pump prior to the

next heating season. This should help keep the church warm in the cold
months!



The Vestry also approved an $1,860 bid to repair the leaking steeple on the
south side of the church. The Vestry agreed that we should spend no more
than $3,000 on this project.

The Vestry approved an $800 grant to Hearts and Hands to purchase fabric to
make fleece blankets for My Very Own Bed.

The Vestry formally approved Treasurer Bruce Warkentien to open an account
and Certificate of Deposit (CD) at Blaze Credit Union.

Finally, the Vestry commends the following people for a Shout Out: The youth,
for the Easter Vigil at St. Matthew's; the musicians at Easter; Soup Supper
volunteers; Altar Guild for Lent and Easter; the Building and Grounds
Committee for all the things they do around here; and Sally Brown, for making
Prayer Shawls.

MAY Calendar
1 Thursday

2 Friday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

3 Saturday

10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library —to 11 AM

12 PM Event: Tea Party — Parish Hall

1 PM Children & Youth Bible Story Work — Chapel — to 6 PM

4 Sunday —

8 AM Holy Eucharist

9 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
Adopt-a-Highway Volunteers

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

5 Monday
4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

6 Tuesday

8 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room — to 5 PM
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 10 AM

4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

7 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7:30 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir — Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

8 Thursday



9 Friday
5:15 PM Event — Rib Dinner — Parish Hall

10 Saturday
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 10:30 AM

11 Sunday - — Mother’s Day
8 AM Holy Eucharist

9 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
11:30 AM ISAIAH Listening Session

12 Monday
4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM

13 Tuesday

10 AM SG Peer Group — Gathering Room — to 12 PM
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels — Offsite

4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

14 Wednesday

10:45 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 12 PM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7:30 PM

6:15 PM Bell Choir — Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room

7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

15 Thursday
10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library —to 11 AM
10:30 AM Hearts and Hands — Parish Hall

16 Friday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

17 Saturday
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library —to 10 AM

18 SUNDAY—

8 AM Holy Eucharist

9 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

19 Monday

4 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM
5:30 PM Finance Committee — Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry — Parish Hall

20 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room — to 5§ PM



10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library —to 11 AM

10 AM Tuesday OA - #218

4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

21 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7:30 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir — Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

22 Thursday

23 Friday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM
5:30 PM Event: Dinner lItaliano - OFFSITE

24 Saturday

25 Sunday — — First Together at 9:30 AM Service!
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

26 Monday — Memorial Day — Office Closed
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library — to 10 AM

27 Tuesday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 7 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

28 Wednesday

10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library —to 11 AM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 7:30 PM

4:30 PM Cello Rehearsals — Church — to 5:30 PM
5:30 PM Cello Rehearsals — Chapel — to 7 PM

6:15 PM Bell Choir — Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room

7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

29 Thursday

30 Friday
4:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

31 Saturday
10:30 AM Cello Recitals — Church — to 1 PM

Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office befae scheduling a meeting.




Last Words

| hope you have enjoyed the May e-Traveler! Soon, SUMMER!

WOW, by the end of the month, we move to our Summer
schedule of one service at 9:30 AM! The year is flying by so fast!

Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church

VESTRY:
Josh Kattelman, Sr. Warden; Ann DePaolis-Jones, Jr. Warden
Robert Williams, Clerk; Bruce Warkentien, Treasurer

Kathy Ackerman; Darlene Cross;
Becky Lucas; Rich Pieper; Jane Suilman;
Ann Trapnell; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:

Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator

Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
Karla S. Cole, Director of Music Ministries
Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon

Rev. Mary Rowe, Assisting Priest

Rev. Marilyn Baldwin, Assisting Priest

Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:
Recorded Sermons for each Sunday are on our website.
Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:
Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Sundays:
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship
9:15 AM Adult Forum
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship

Summer Sunday Schedule:
Begins May 25
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM
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