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Hello, St. Christopher's Community!

From the Rector

The Rev.
Randy W. Johnson

Rector

God's Green Earth by Fr. Randy+

I drove slowly into our neighborhood on this still sunny late afternoon, and was
marveling about the stained glass window-like fall foliage which enveloped me.
Our neighborhood is built on an old family farm, and the housing developer
was careful to steward the landscape with an abundance of beautiful trees and
shrubbery. The amazing amount of diverse wildlife which continue to dwell in
this lovely landscape is a testament to the careful caring and stewarding of
God’s Green Earth.

Green living. Green cleaning. A green office or garden or kitchen. It’s clear that
the word green has become the buzzword of current culture. Green ideology
has morphed from a fringe movement among neo-hippies to a full-bore societal
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priority, one touted by persons from all around. But for those who have long
advocated for the environment, there is a concern that this broader interest in
the earth is wavering under the pressure of current public policy and political
will. We pray that it will not become a casualty to the unbridled desires and
selfish greed which are in the hearts of many in power today.

Communities of faith have had a rather tumultuous relationship with the
environmental movement. For every Christian who has found resonance with
the idea of creation care, there are three or more who believe it borders on
idolatry. Some believe this earth is meant to decay before we can see the
return of Christ and his kingdom. Some believe God is active and present in
nature; others believe that recognizing God’s glory in the wind and trees
borders on pantheism. Some have been eager to join in with the new wave of
environmental activism; others have rejected talk of creation care, suggesting
that pagan influences are infiltrating the church. These divisions have left
many people of faith wondering just where God’s people ought to stand when it
comes to caring for the environment.

Yet, the Bible leaves little question as to the position into which God’s people
are called. In Holy Scripture as we take a personal journey through the Bible,
we discover God’s hand at work in our world; one that moves from the Creation
story in Genesis to the Revelation to John, of a new heaven and a new earth.
Whether you are new to the faith, new to the creation care conversation, or
living an integrated life in both, it is amazingly clear that in scripture you will find
insights into God’s relationship with the earth, the waters, the air around us, the
animals, and all of humanity. It is all there. Open your eyes and mind to the
wonders and discovery of how clearly God has called us to care for what God
has made.
 
The unbreakable bond has too often been stretched thin by human
indifference. But it’s not too late for us to return to the relationship for which
God created us. We hold tight to an inherent sense that human beings are
connected to the earth in a profound way—this is God’s truth. And for those
who remain uncertain as to the call of God’s people, Holy Scripture will point
the way toward a life that is integrated with all that God has made.

I challenge each one of us to deepen our understanding of the beautiful
interdependence God designed in creation, and the vital role each one of us
plays in the relationship between God and his creation.
 Randy+



Adult Formation News

​Fall Adult Formation: “Practicing the Way” by John Mark Comer
Sundays, 9:15 - 10:15 - through November 23 - Parish Hall

This fall we offer this series that is highly recommended by several churches in
our diocese. How do we actually follow Jesus? How do we learn to do what
Jesus did? We’ll watch a video together, spend time discussing what we’ve
learned, and practice that piece. If there is sufficient interest, the discussion
and practice piece may be offered after the 10:30 service as well. Books and
workbooks are available at Amazon, but are not required. More information
will be available soon.

Please contact Marilyn+ with any questions

​Marion Hunner,
Director of Children's
and Youth Ministries

October was a very busy month for our Children and Youth!



Pre-YE was a huge success. We had 18 youth and 10 adults from 7 faith
communities who played, prayed, and worked together. Six of those adults
spent the night! We had a scavenger hunt, played night games, prayed
evening compline, ate lots of snacks, and leaned into several of St.
Christopher’s environmental priorities: cleaned up Hamline Ave from County
Rd B to County Rd C; worked in the giving garden; and collected as much of
our waste as possible for composting. We also took on leadership roles in the
10:30 worship service (lectors, intercessor, LEMs). We are thankful to the St.
Christopher’s community who supported us in SO many ways – from moving
furniture, to preparing food, to simply welcoming the extra chaos with smiles on
Sunday morning. Click here to see more photos.

Recorded Bible Stories – We have started the 2025-26 cycle with the
creation story. During our sessions we explore a Bible story, read a scripted
version, and then video tape it as we act it out. There will be up to 4 more
sessions during the program year, and we will present them to the
congregation in the spring. True confession: Last Spring, at our presentation,
I took the names of people who would like to work with us this year.
Unfortunately, I have misplaced that list. If you would like to work with us on our
Recorded Bible Stories, please reach out to me.

After Party at MIA – We joined youth (grades 6-12) from St. David’s, St.
Stevens, and Trinity Excelsior at the Minnesota Art Institute for a scavenger
hunt to find religious artwork.

Coming in November
Hayride - We meet at Bunker Park Stables (Andover) at 4pm. Horses will pull
our hayride through the beautiful woods at Bunker Park followed by a bonfire
and potluck supper. Family and friends are welcome – this is an All-Ages
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event. We still have room! Please call or text my cell (651-592-3021) if you
want to join us and didn’t sign up.
Dungeons and Dragons – On Sunday, November 2nd we will join other youth
from EMMA churches for an afternoon of Dungeons and Dragons. This
quarterly event is for grades 5-12. Please reach out to me if you are interested.

Recorded Bible Story – we hope to record our second story in November, but
the date is still TBD.

Hearts and Hands
Hearts and Hands met on September 18 to make birthday bags for the Ralph
Reeder Foodshelf. In addition to cake mix, icing, candles and art supplies, the
bags included an assortment of children's books.

Vestry Shorts
The Vestry met on October 20.



Shout-outs: Carol Duff for help with the Pre-YE event, and Jane
Suilman for making the posters.

The Altar Guild is preparing for Advent and Christmas. The Lenten
pottery communion set we commissioned is expected to be ready
for Lent 2026.

The Pre-YE event was very successful. The Vestry provided
breakfast. We received a Thank You note for hosting the event.

There are three remaining events this year: Boo Bash, a Crafting
Day, and a Christmas movie. The annual Hayride is November 1,
2025.

The South Steeple was repaired. The status of the pothole outside
the choir door is unchanged.

The Vestry discussed repair of windows in the choir room. The
current estimate is $3,070. We plan to first attempt an in-house
repair pending additional bid(s) for repair or replacement.

The Vestry discussed the upcoming Stewardship Campaign. We
plan to proceed much the same as last year.

Father Randy is expected to retire from his job with the State of MN
in January 2026.

The Vestry approved a Mission Opportunities Grant of $1,000 to
help the Hmong parishioners offset the cost of the dinner they
provided in September, which they paid out-of-pocket.

We will be ordering 250 additional St. Christopher's pens at a cost
of $.91/each.

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact a Vestry
member.

NOVEMBER Calendar

1 Saturday
10 AM Altar Guild Meeting – Parish Hall – to 1 PM
 
TURN CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR!

2 SUNDAY – All Saints’ Sunday
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM Adult Forum – Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
3 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 



4 Tuesday – ELECTION DAY
7 AM – Voting in Parish Hall ALL DAY
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction –Library
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
 
5 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
6 Thursday
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
 
7 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
8 Saturday
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction –Library
 
9 Sunday – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM Adult Forum – Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
10 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
11 Tuesday-Veteran’s Day
9 AM Private Spiritual Direction –Library
10 AM SG Peer Group – Gathering Room – to 12 PM
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
12 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
13 Thursday
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5 PM
 
14 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
(ECMN CONVENTION - OFFSITE)
 
15 Saturday
(ECMN CONVENTION - OFFSITE)



9 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Library – to 10:30 AM
1 PM Bible Story Recording – Gathering Room and Parish Hall
 
16 SUNDAY—23rd Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM Adult Forum – Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
17 Monday
3:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
5:30 PM Finance Committee – Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry – Parish Hall
 
18 Tuesday
8 AM Private Spiritual Direction – Gathering Room – to 5 PM
10 AM Tuesday OA - #218
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 
19 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
20 Thursday
10:30 AM Hearts and Hands – Parish Hall
3:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
21 Friday
10 AM Private Spiritual Direction –Library
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
22 Saturday
3 PM North Star Cello Recitals – Church, Parish Hall (reception)
 
23 Sunday – Last after Pentecost/Christ the King – Pledge Sunday
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM Adult Forum – Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
24 Monday
345 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 6:30 PM
 
25 Tuesday
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:30 PM
7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band – Parish Hall & Outdoors
 



26 Wednesday
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist – Thanksgiving Eve Service
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 – to 5:45 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony
6:30 PM Wednesday AA – Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir – Music Room
 
27 Thursday – Thanksgiving Day
CLOSED
 
28 Friday—
CLOSED
 
29 Saturday
 
30 Sunday – ADVENT 1
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
 
Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office before scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

​I hope you have enjoyed the November e-Traveler!

What have you been up to, this autumn? I have been enjoying
the colors and the cooling temps; and having a chance to see
my kids, grandkids, and great-grand!

Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church

VESTRY:
Josh Kattelman, Sr. Warden; Ann DePaolis-Jones, Jr. Warden
Robert Williams, Clerk; Bruce Warkentien, Treasurer

Kathy Ackerman; Darlene Cross;
Becky Lucas; Rich Pieper; Jane Suilman;
Ann Trapnell; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:
Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator
Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
Karla S. Cole, Director of Music Ministries
Lyla Aaland, Deaconal Interim



Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon
Rev. Mary Rowe, Assisting Priest
Rev. Marilyn Baldwin, Assisting Priest
Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:
Live-stream and Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:

Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Sundays:
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship
9:15 AM Adult Forum

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM
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