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Hello, St. Christopher's Community!

Meet Christ.
Be Christ.

From the Rector

The Rev.
Randy W. Johnson

Rector

The Undertaking sy Fr. Randy+

In about 12 hours, | will take a leading role in the funerary activities for my
mother, Dorothy Mae Elvira Taggart Johnson. Most people called her Dorothy
or “Dot.” My mom lived to a ripe age of 92, but it was not without difficult health
trials in her later years. She was a cancer survivor miracle in her early 80’s and
suffered and endured great pain due to stenosis of her upper vertebrae in her
last year or two of life. She died at peacefully at Benedictine Care Center in
New Brighton—a place staffed with wonderfully caring and compassionate
health care providers. | consider them angels on this earth.

At 9:00 am, | will adjust my black suit jacket and white clergy“dog collar,” grasp
my well-worn Book of Common Prayer, and stride purposely up a slight hill. It is
situated under the limbs of an enormous oak tree, and | stand perilously close
to a well-groomed and perfectly square hole cut into the earth. | will place my
mother’s cremated remains, which have been lovingly placed in a tall
Longaberger Basket, alongside the earthworks, and begin The Committal
prayers.

“Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”(BCP pg. 501)

I, as the clergy person presiding, will take my best shot. | will try my best to
make sense out of reality of death and the ultimate reality of everlasting life in
Christ Jesus, who took away the sting of death by His death on the cross. We
know this to be true. But, | will also look very much like the rest of the family



http://www.stchristophers-mn.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=87385034-92d5-4e3f-9d3e-629212edd75c

gathered at this early morning graveside service.

Sometimes, guilt is on the minds of those in attendance at the graveside. Many
present at this moment will be playing the “would’a, could’a, should’a”game in
silence in their minds. But, | think it is much overrated. Here are the facts at
hand; I've known the love of the ones who have loved me. And I've known that
they’ve known that | loved them, too. Everything else, in the end, seems

irrelevant.

| will toss hands full of cool earth onto the basket containing the earthly
remains of my mother. Say the prayers of comfort and faith, and step away. |
will look towards my beloved Kim, for the best example of how to process this
moment. She has a mighty heart, a rich and faithful internal life, and the gifted
power to heal.

After the words are finished, | will lower the basket into the earth. Cover the
container. Push in the dirt and be done. Then, on to the funeral home for the
complete Burial Office Service. Our work here is done.

As | walk away from the gravesite, the words of The Committal Prayer flow
through my mind, and give me great comfort at this moment in time that | will
never experience again;

“In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord
Jesus Christ, we commend to Almighty God our sister Dorothy, and we commit
her body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord
bless her and keep her, the Lord make his face to shine upon her and be
gracious to her, the Lord life up his countenance upon her and give her peace.
Amen.” (BCP pg. 501)

| will remove my white priest stole, kiss the gold embroidered cross on the
neck portion, and carefully fold it onto my Book of Common Prayer. | will turn
away from the grave, slip beneath the enormously branching canopy of the
gigantic oak, and step once more into the early morning rays of sunlight.
God is good. Forever and forever more. Amen.




Adult Formation News

Fall Adult Formation: “Practicing the Way” by John Mark Comer

Sundays, 9:15 - 10:15 - October 12 through November 23 - Parish Hall

This fall we offer this series that is highly recommended by several churches in
our diocese. How do we actually follow Jesus? How do we learn to do what
Jesus did? We’ll watch a video together, spend time discussing what we’ve
learned, and practice that piece. If there is sufficient interest, the discussion
and practice piece may be offered after the 10:30 service as well. Books and
workbooks are available at Amazon, but are not required. More information
will be available soon.

Please contact Marilyn+ with any questions

What Would Jesus Drink?

Sunday, October 5, 3-5 PM - Broken Clock Brewing
Cooperative - 1712 Marshall St. NE Mpls

Long list of beers and seltzers - hoping for a warm day
to try the Limoncello Slushy. You've probably had Aki's
Breadhaus pretzels at other venues around town.
They're just next door, but they'll be closed at that
time. If you're hungry, Unidos Food Co. is there, along with Curioso Coffee if
you require a pick-me-up. Broken Clock is dog friendly!

Join us! Come for a quick drink or stay a while. Bring the pooch!

.,

, Children & Youth ©
Marion Hunner,
Director of Children's e v

and Youth Ministries

Pre-YE is here! Please pray for the 17 youth (grades 6-8) and 10 adults who
will work, play, and pray together October 4-5™ right here at St. Christopher’s.
Many thanks to our community for supporting this event, and to the Vestry for
providing breakfast!

Recorded Bible Stories —We are bringing back this popular project from last
year. During our sessions we will explore a Bible story, read a scripted version,
and then video tape it as we act it out. There will be up to 5 different sessions
during the program year, and we will present them to the congregation in the
spring. We are starting with the story of Creation in October.

After Party at MIA—- On Sunday, October 12, we are joining youth (grades 6-
12) from St. David’s, St. Stevens, and Trinity Excelsior at the Minnesota Art
Institute for a scavenger hunt to find religious artwork. Please reach out to
Marion if you are interested.



Hayride - Mark your calendar for Saturday, November . We meet at Bunker
Park Stables (Andover) at 4pm. Horses will pull our hayride through the
beautiful woods at Bunker Park followed by a bonfire and potluck supper.
Family and friends are welcome — this is an All Ages event. Click Here to
register or find Marion on Sunday mornings during coffee hour.

Dungeons and Dragons — On Sunday, November 2" we will join other youth
from EMMA churches for an afternoon of Dungeons and Dragons. This
quarterly event is for grades 5-12. Please reach out to Marion if you are
interested.

St. Christopher's Crossings Book Group

Greetings and Blessings,
We are reading for discussion on October 16th at 6:00 PM:

The Book Thiefby Markus Zusak: By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is
changed when she picks up a single object, partially hidden in the snow. It is
The Gravedigger's Handbook, left behind there by accident, and it is her first
act of book thievery.

January: The Human Scale by Lawrence Wright:

Tony Malik is a half-Irish, half-Arab New York based FBI agent, specializing in
money flowing from drug and arms deals. The novel opens in shocking fashion,
with Malik seriously injured by a terrorist-planted bomb. During his lengthy
recuperative process, his life changes radically. A long-term relationship ends,
and his job is on the verge of being taken away from him. During this period he
learns more about his roots and becomes interested in his father's past and
family - his father came to America years ago from Palestine.

February-March: American Gospel: God, the Founding Fathers, and the
Making of a Nation, by Jon Meacham. The American Gospel--literally, the
good news about America--is that religion shapes our public life without
controlling it. In this vivid book, New York Times bestselling author Jon
Meacham tells the human story of how the Founding Fathers viewed faith, and
how they ultimately created a nation in which belief in God is a matter of
choice.

If you wish more information, a link to our reading list, or an invitation to attend
the Book Group meetings, you can contact us:

Angela Robinson, angela.robinson.elohim@gmail.com

Rev. Marilyn

Vestry Shorts
The Vestry met on September 15.

Finances for 2025 are tracking as expected.

There is some cause for optimism that the south steeple leaks can be
resolved. Buildings and Grounds has been in touch with a couple of vendors to
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do this work.

Repairs for both the freezer and dishwasher are necessary. Follow up is
pending.

The vestry discussed how to staff the nursery on Sundays. At the moment,
only one person will be assigned to the nursery. If children are present, that
person will locate another Safe Church-trained parishioner for assistance.

St. Christopher’s will host a Pre-YE event October 4-5. Vestry will provide
breakfast on Sunday October 5.

Produce continues to be harvested from our Giving Garden. Hearts and Hands
will be creating Birthday Bags and fleece blankets for the Mounds View
foodshelf.

Start Up Sunday was very successful. New volunteers were added to the
funeral group and Meals on Wheels.

A sinkhole next to the choir door was repaired. As part of this repair, it was
confirmed that there is an apparently unused manhole approximately 5 feet
below the surface. This will be covered.

The Chinese Daycare once again came to us with safety concerns following
the Ascension school shooting, and requested that we provide an “access
control” system. Our response was to offer them a Ring-style camera/doorbell
system. The daycare has not responded at the time of this writing.

The vestry discussed moving to one service. The idea was tabled indefinitely.

Father Randy and Father Toua will lead a healing service for our new Hmong
members on Saturday 9/20/25.

The vestry approved two Mission Opportunity grants for birthday bags ($150)
and fleece blankets ($400).

Deacon Christopher will be training our new deacon intern, Lyla Aaland. Lila is
expected to be at St. Christopher’s for approximately 1.5 years.

Shout Outs: Funeral Hospitality Crew.

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact a Vestry
member.

OCTOBER Calendar

1 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:45 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room



2 Thursday
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 5 PM

3 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

4 Saturday
3 PM Pre-YE begins! Parish Hall, Church, Classrooms

5 SUNDAY --17t" Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
Pre-YE concludes
3 PM What Would Jesus Drink? — Offsite at Broken Clock Brewing Cooperative

6 Monday

10 AM Deacons meet — Gathering Room

3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 4:45 PM

6 PM Christian Ed planning — Parish Hall — to 7 PM

7 Tuesday

8 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Gathering Room — to 5§ PM
10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite

3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

8 Wednesday

10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library —to 11 AM
12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:45 PM

6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room

7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

9 Thursday
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 5 PM

10 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

11 Saturday
12 PM Bible Stories Recording — Gathering Room, Parish Hall — to 4 PM

12 Sunday - 18" Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

9:15 AM Adult Forum — Parish Hall

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

2 PM GSVLOC — Parish Hall to 4 PM



13 Monday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 4:45 PM

14 Tuesday

10 AM SG Peer Group — Gathering Room — to 12 PM
3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

15 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:45 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

16 Thursday

10 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library —to 11 AM

10:30 AM Hearts and Hands — 2" Stork, then Lunch in Parish Hall
4:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5 PM

6 PM St. Christopher’s Crossings Book Group — Gathering Room

17 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

18 Saturday
9 AM PFrivate Spiritual Direction — Library — to 10 AM
1 PM Private Event — Parish Hall

19 SUNDAY—19'" Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

9:15 AM Adult Forum — Parish Hall

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

2 PM GSVLOC — Parish Hall to 4 PM

20 Monday

10 AM Deacons meet — Gathering Room
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 4:45 PM
5:30 PM Finance Committee — Parish Hall
6:45 PM Vestry — Parish Hall

21 Tuesday—Office Closed

9 AM Private Spiritual Direction — Library —to 10 AM

10 AM Tuesday OA - #218

3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

22 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:45 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony



6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

23 Thursday
1:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

24 Friday
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

25 Saturday
10 AM Hmong Healing Service & Eucharist-Church, Parish Hall

26 Sunday - 16" after Pentecost
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall
9:15 AM Adult Forum — Parish Hall
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

11:30 AM Fellowship—Parish Hall

2 PM GSVLOC - Parish Hall to 4 PM

27 Monday
3 PM Cello Lessons - #218 —to 5 PM

28 Tuesday

10:30 AM Meals on Wheels - Offsite

3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:30 PM

7 PM Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band — Parish Hall & Outdoors

29 Wednesday

12:15 PM Holy Eucharist

3:15 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 5:45 PM
6:15 PM Bell Choir - Balcony

6:30 PM Wednesday AA — Gathering Room
7:15 PM Parish Choir — Music Room

30 Thursday
1:45 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM
5:30 PM Event Fair: Boo Bash — Parish Hall

31 Friday—Happy Halloween!
2:30 PM Cello Lessons - #218 — to 6:30 PM

Please note that our outside groups have returned to meeting in the building.
Those groups are now on this calendar (in italics) to avoid over-scheduling.
ALWAYS check with the church office befare scheduling a meeting.

Last Words

| hope you have enjoyed the Octobere-Traveler!

| have to admit, | am not sorry about this week's warm
weather. | do enjoy the trees changing color, though!




Ruth Thillen
Parish Administrator

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church

VESTRY:
Josh Kattelman, Sr. Warden; Ann DePaolis-Jones, Jr. Warden
Robert Williams, Clerk; Bruce Warkentien, Treasurer

Kathy Ackerman; Darlene Cross;
Becky Lucas; Rich Pieper; Jane Suilman;
Ann Trapnell; Betsy Wesenberg

STAFF:

Ruth Thillen, Parish Administrator

Marion Hunner, Children's Ministries Director
Karla S. Cole, Director of Music Ministries
Lyla Aaland, Deaconal Interim

Rev. Christopher Haack, Deacon

Rev. Mary Rowe, Assisting Priest

Rev. Marilyn Baldwin, Assisting Priest

Rev. Randy W. Johnson, Rector

Our Schedule:

Live-stream and Recorded services can be found on YouTube at:
Saint Christopher's Episcopal Roseville MN

Sundays:
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Fellowship
9:15 AM Adult Forum
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
11:30 AM Fellowship

Wednesday: 12:15 PM Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4 PM

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church | 2300 Hamline Ave. N.
Roseville, MN 55113
651-633-4589 | Fax 651-633-7361 | www.stchristophers-mn.org
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