Meet Christ. Be Christ.
St. Christopher’s Vestry 17 March 2025

Attendance: Rector Fr. Randy, Senior Warden, Josh Kattelman, Darlene Cross, Betsy
Wesenberg, Rich Pieper, Becky Lucas, Jane Suilman, and Clerk, Robert Williams

Guests: None
Absent: Junior Warden, Ann DePaolis-Jones, Kathy Ackerman, and Ann Trapnell
Opening Prayer: Fr. Randy

Additions to Agenda Josh: Jane found one error in the February Vestry Minutes. On page 2,
under the Hearts and Hands Section, the word “Oregon” should be replaced with “Orono”.
The Clerk of the Vestry made the change.

Approve agenda and February minutes/agenda. Motion made by Darlene and seconded by
Betsy; unanimous approval.

Team Reports:
Finance: Josh gave a recap of the Finances.
Altar Guild Kathy: Absent.

Buildings & Grounds Rich: Nothing to add. There is a box by the Choir Room. Bruce and Tom
can fix it ourselves.

Children’s Ministries Becky: Marion is finishing up on recording of the Bible Stories. Marion is
meeting with the kids. How to bring the Bible Stories to the adults? It might be an adult forum
for it. Coordinating with St. Matthew’s, in St. Paul, for a youth Easter Vigil Service. The service
will be held at St. Matthew’s. It will happen on 19 April at 4 o’clock. All of the 5 kids are
planning to attend the service.

She had one meeting with the EMMA (East Metro Ministry Area) people to see how they are
doing things and collaborate on some things. The dates are set for VBS (Vacation Bible School)
7 - 11 July.

Becky talked with Jennifer Wright (Director of the Altar Guild). Jennifer has no problem for the
youth to use the flagpole holders for some type of artwork. The youth artwork cannot use the
flag post holders during Christmas time. Marion will explore the options with her team.

Garden / Green Team Betsy: They are organizing a talk with Dr. Steven Jorissen, Adjunct
Professor of Chemistry at the University of St. Thomas, in St. Paul , about tackling carbon
emissions. The event will happen on 7 April at 6:30 p.m, in the Parish Hall. They discussed the
Lenten Soup Supper date.



Hearts & Hands/Meals on Wheels Jane: 2nd Stork appreciated the check and sent a thank you
letter. This week, we’re making cards for kids in the hospitals.

Funerals, Catering, Special Events Darlene: We had one large funeral. The people maxed out
our space. It was very well attended. Currently, Funeral Homes are not really involved anymore.
The Funeral Homes are no longer providing ushers, the easels (for the pictures), and guests’
book(s). St. Christopher’s needs to know who will be doing certain items, at the visitations /
funerals.

Darlene will make some changes to the funeral hand-out(s) for the families. Next Vestry
Meeting, she will bring the changes to it.

Fellowship/ Social Activities Ann T.: Absent.
Unfinished Business and Other Notables Events

1. Status of new Communion Set Fr. Randy: The Communion Set is in process. The
artist gave Fr. Randy a price for replacing the Lenten Communion Set. Fr. Randy gave
the total price of: 5 regular patens, 2 small patens, 1 ciborium, 3 chalices, 1 lavabo
bowl! with a lid, 1 casket, 1 small casket, 3 pitchers. The cost with the pitchers will be $
475. The pitchers roughly be around $ 40.00 per pitcher. Fr. Randy told the artist to
take your time.

New Business:

1. Audit Results: Ruth went to diocesan office for the audit. They suggested several
changes: checking account balance must be below $250,000 for FDIC Insurance. For
the offering checks, we should obscure the banks’ accounts and the routing numbers,
periodically review all of the journals, and there was a discrepancy on the bank
statement’s dollar amount. We will start the recommendations from the audit.

2. The Finance Committee recommends the Vestry move $90,000 from the general
account to a CD (Certified Deposit). The general account will be below $250,000, but
the amount of the CD will be $255,000 over $5,000 (at the F&M Bank) the FDIC
Insurance amount. The Finance Committee will look at other banks’ rates and terms of
the CD.

Josh made the motion to approve the Finance Committee recommendation of moving
$90,000 from the general account to another CD. Rich moved to approve the motion
and seconded by Darlene; unanimous approval.

3. The Finance Committee had a discussion about buying Peace Coffee. There is a 2015
mandate to purchase Peace Coffee. The Peace Coffee is around per order is $ 250.00 -
$ 300.00. It was a point of information.



4. Non-stipendiary clergy to be added as part of the Church’s (Clergy) pension fund.
Fr. Randy: Bishop Craig Loya emailed to all of the Clergy, within the Diocese of
Minnesota. There was a 2024 General Convention Resolution for Congregations /
Parishes to consider enrolling non-stripendarty clergy to be part of the Clergy Pension
Fund. Fr. Randy explained the Non-stipendiary Clergy. The clergies volunteered their
time and were under the age of 72 years old. The non-stipendiary clergy to be part of
the Church Pension Fund will have the benefits of: LIfe Insurance, Short Term Disability
Insurance, Long Term Disability Insurance, one time Death Payment for the surviving
spouses, and a small pension payment, and an annual Christmas Bonus. If they accept
to pay for the non-stipendiary clergies’ pension funds, each Congregation / Parish will
be responsible for paying the $ 354,00 per person for the year,

Fr. Randy will talk with Jennifer Gamberg, Missioner of Finance at ECMN (Espicopal
Church of Minnesota) about the payment flexibilities and other questions of the pension
plan. The Vestry wanted to have a vote on it. Fr. Randy suggested to table it until he
can get more information from the ECMN. The Vestry agreed to table it.

5. Ann is working on a new booklet with Madisen - will update in April Josh: Absent.
Per Josh, they are still working on the new booklet.

Upcoming Events:

1. Event Fair (ongoing 25 total events, 337 total individuals registrations): They are
still going.

Rector Report: The Lenten Adult Education is being attended well. The Ashes to Ashes is being
led by Reverends Randy & Marilyn. The Ashes to Ashes Adult Education Classes talks about
end of life decisions. There will be multiple speakers for each subject of the class.

Senior Warden Josh: Northing to add.

Junior Warden Ann: Absent.

Shout Out: Bruce Warkentien for setting up for the Special Election and for the Funeral, The
funeral team setting up for the big funeral over the weekend.

Closing Prayer: Josh

Motion to Adjourn: Motion made by Rich and seconded by Darlene; unanimous approval.

Next meeting of Vestry: Monday 21 April 2025 at 6:45 PM



