Meet Christ. Be Christ.
St. Christopher’'s Vestry 18 August 2025

Attendance: Rector Fr. Randy Johnson , Junior Warden Ann DePaolis -Jones, Ann
Trapnell, Darlene Cros s, Kathy Ackerman, Rich Pieper, Betsy Wesenberg, Jane Suilman
and Clerk Robert Williams

Absent: Senior Warden Josh Kattelman, and Becky Lucas
Guests: None

Opening Prayer: Ann D.

Additions to Agenda Ann D.

Motion made Ann T. to approve the June minutes and approved the agenda and seconded by
Kathy; unanimous approval. The Vestry did not meet in July.

Team Reports:
Finance Ann D.: Ann gave a recap of the finances.

Rich made a motion to approve the Financial Statement, seconded by Darlene; unanimous
approval.

Altar Guild Kathy: Nothing to report.

Buildings and Grounds Rich: The circulation pump was installed. The caulking of the (south)
steeple did not work. St. Christopher’s will want a second opinion on how to fix the steeple.
Kathy knows of a person who works only on steeples. She will contact him for more
information about the steeple. The (south) steeple might need some repair itself.

Children’s Ministries Becky: Absent. Per Fr. Randy, Sunday Program will start up again.
Several families have become members of the church. They have children ages from
elementary to potential high school age.

Garden / Green Team Betsy: Betsy did not have a chance to talk to them. Per Ann D., Larry
harvested some produce from the garden. Some people have been working to clean up the
flower beds / gardens. Sally (Brown) knows of a (retired) Landscape Architect. Within a few
weeks, Sally will make arrangements to meet her and to pay for her services. What kind of
recommendations for low maintenance plants? The main interest in working on the beds are
the south-side gardens.

Hearts & Hands/Meals on Wheels Jane: Hearts and Hands took some time off. They will start
up again in September. Meal on Wheels is going well. If you want to volunteer for Meal on
Wheels, please contact Sally (Brown) for more information.



Funerals, Catering, Special Events Darlene: We had two funerals back to back. The flowers
were from our garden. St. Christopher’s used the same caterer without any problems. The
caterer has been at St. Christopher’s a lot. He enjoys having his cookware returned to him on
a reasonable time and cleaned.

On 6 August, it will be Step Man’s funeral. If you want to volunteer and/or to be on the
list to help with funerals, please contact Cheryl Warkentien for more information.

Fellowship/ Social Activities Ann T.: Event Fair is still happening. The months of September
and October are starting to slow down.

Past Business and Other Notables Events:

1. South Steeple Caulking Update: The Vestry decided to table it until they have more
information about the (south) steeple. Motion made by Kathy to table the South Steeple
work; seconded by Darlene; unanimous approval.

New Business:

1. Pothole repair: The replacement of the sewer a few years ago. The pothole /
sinkhole is next to the manhole cover (in the grassy area) and near the choir
door. There was no monetary amount given to fix it and/or will be covered
under the warranty by the construction company. The payment of it, it was
tabled.

2. New Members Booklet: The (New Members) Booklet is still in process of being
updated. The Vestry had a discussion about the booklet.

3. New Congregants: There seems to be a lot of them. It appears that they are
mostly Hmong.

4. One Service Betsy: Some congregants want to have one service. The Vestry
had a lengthy discussion on several options on trying to appease most
everyone.

5. Start-up Sunday: Start-up Sunday is 7 September. The Vestry had a discussion
on several options for the event. Afterall, Ann D. will send an email to the leaders
of each groups’ leaders to promote their work. Do the leaders of each group
want to have a table / a spot (or any other things they want to bring information
about their group to the Start -up Sunday? Start-up Sunday, it is the final 9:30

a.m. service.



Upcoming Events:

1. Event Fair (ongoing): It is still happening.
2. State Fair: The list for State Fair volunteers parking is full.

Rector Report Fr. Randy: This fall, St. Christopher’s will have a Deacon intern. Deacon
Christopher will help to train her as a (vocational) deacon. She will be at St. Christopher’s for
about 2 years.

With the new Hmong members, there is a chance to get to know each other (culture) better.
Randy is considering a Welcome / Healing Service for the Hmong because they felt that they
no longer feel safe at their previous church due to clans’ politics. At least, there have been 2
groups (of Hmong) that are interested in St. Christopher’s. Randy does not want to have 2
separate (cultural) congregations within the St. Christopher’s.

Pre-YE Fall retreat for students in grades 6 - 8, at St. Christopher, Saturday and Sunday, 4 -
5 October. The retreat is a space for the youth to pray, play, and grow. The retreat will start at
3:00.

Senior Warden Josh: Absent.

Junior Warden Ann: Nothing to add.

Shout Out: For all of the workers of the funerals.

Compline Ann D.: The Lord’s Prayer (due to power outage)

Motion to Adjourn Ann D.: Motion made by Jane and seconded by Kathy; unanimous approval.

Next meeting of Vestry: Monday, 15 September 2025 at 6:45 p.m.



